Declaration regar ding the escalating social and political situation in Moldova
after the parliamentary elections of April 5, 2009

Expressing our concern regarding the worseningasaaid political situation after April 5, 2009
parliamentary elections and, being worried that@tpate interpretations of these events serve
as justification for decisions and actions thae#ten to further polarize the Moldovan society,
we declare:

On April 7, 2009 spontaneous and peaceful demdimigatook place in the center of Chisinau.
This generally peaceful event was used to provakéemt and criminal acts resulting in the
devastation of the Parliament and Presidentialdmgs. The law enforcement bodies through
their actions were not capable to prevent the @ctgolence and vandalism.

We categorically condemn such outrageous acts olente and vandalism. However, we
consider it inadmissible to present all protestoufh the prism of these criminal acts. In
particular, it is utterly unjustified to shift respsibility from a small group of violent persons
onto a far larger gathering of peaceful protestereonto the political leaders, some of whom
have tried in fact to stop the violence. The paagafotests didn’'t have an anti-state nature.

While the acts of violence cannot be justified myavay and should be investigated by the
competent authorities, we believe that those pehgebtests were fueled by doubts regarding
the fairness of elections and distrust in publistitations, including those that administrated
the electoral process. Those events were largggetred by the dissatisfaction of young people
with the social and economic situation and theigebf uncertainty about their future prospects
in the Republic of Moldova .

The post-election statements made by the headitef Bave only contributed to inflaming such
suspicions and provided an extra motivation forgbedo get onto the streets.

These regrettable acts of violence and vandalismnaw fully exploited by the authorities to
intimidate the opposition and civil society andthar restrict the already fragile fundamental
rights and liberties of the citizens. The authestihave further restricted access to the public
radio and TV, Internet and other media. The autiesrihave launched a massive brain-washing
campaign to discredit the participants of the peaAgaotests, the opposition and those having
different opinions.

The head of state is making extremely grave aciusatagainst some political leaders,

describing their actions as a “coup d'etat”, “amnstitutional plot” etc., even before any

investigations or court rulings in this regard. Bustatements tend to further heighten the
tensions and polarize the Moldovan society. By ipiaall the responsibility for the recent

events on the political opposition and Romania, #o¢horities are creating an internal and
external enemy, which may be used to justify theegoment's failures.

We believe that preconditions are being createdherestablishment of a police and dictatorial
regime in the Republic of Moldova .



A reversal of the current disturbing trends is dltedy essential in order to avoid any further
exacerbation of the political and economic crigiggvent the international isolation of the

country similar to that of Belarus and avoid comnmpising the European future of Moldova . It

will be impossible for the country to get out oktlrisis without the engagement of a broad
spectrum of political actors and stakeholders] setiety and international organizations.

The authorities of Moldova have a special rolel&ty in overcoming this crisis and therefore, we
ask them to:

- Refrain from any actions or declarations which dadgteriorate the situation further;

- Give up any virulent messages, as necessary tdecaga enabling environment for
political dialogue to help overcome this conflituation;

- Act strictly within the limits of the law in ordéo prevent any new acts of violence;

- Make public the lists with names of arrested pessand, provide these persons with
access to lawyers and human rights organizations;

- Avoid any politically-motivated persecutions;

- Initiate a comprehensive and transparent investigatwith international participation,
into the causes that led to the acts of vandalidemtify persons who have maneuvered a part of
the otherwise peaceful protesters towards the dasy and the Parliament compound; identify
persons who have instigated the acts of violencecaime; review whether the actions of law
enforcement troops were proportionate to the sagoatnd in accordance with their mandate;

- Safeguard the freedom of movement for the citizens;

- Assure the freedom of opinion and speech, safegtladinviolability of individual
freedoms, personal safety and security;

- Actively contribute to the elimination of all suspns related to the fairness and accuracy
of election results.

We call on all media institutions, and particuladly the Public Broadcasting Company ,, Tele-
Radio Moldova ", to cover correctly and impartialhe political and social developments after
parliamentary elections of April 5, with the equald non-discriminatory participation of all
parties concerned.
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