How do I know which information resources to use for my paper or project?
--Explain why this is important

What kind of research will I be doing at CMU?
What resources are available to do my research? Diagram showing overlapping spheres (free Web, databases, physical collections)

--How do I know whether to use the Web or use databases and other library resources?
Explain practical differences between Web and databases
· How much information does it have?

· How does the information get there?

· How is it organized?

· Who can use it?

Example: screenshots of Google and Academic OneFile search results page.  Topic is: local food movement.

--Where can I find the best material for my paper?

Stages in the research process

Differences between different fields

What is Web (Google) most useful for?

· Browsing, background, summary

· Recent news and opinion

· Maps, images, online archives

· Government information and data

· Some scholarly papers

Practice: Match each of the above information types with an example from the Web.  Topic is: The economic potential of solar energy.

What are Databases and Catalogs most useful for?

Review definition of database

· Systematic subject searching and full-text access to

· Periodical and journal articles

· Business and financial data

· Primary sources and archives
Review definition of catalog

· Locating physical materials

· Book

· Media (video, audio)
· Journal by title

Practice: Where would you find these materials?  Match citation to either a database name or the catalog.  Topics: women in China, economic potential of solar energy

Final Multiple Choice Quiz (students can do actual searches if unsure of the answers): You are writing a paper on recent biology research based on Darwin’s theory of natural selection.  Where would you go if you were looking for

· Picture of Darwin at the time of his voyage on the Beagle

· Copy of Darwin’s book The Origin of Species
· Brief summary of the theory of natural selection

· Archives of Charles Darwin (papers, letters, journals, etc.)

· The journal Nature Genetics.

· Latest research papers on evolutionary biology

· The book Contemporary Debates in Philosophy of Biology
· Information on a lab or institute that is conducting research on snappping fish.

· Data on biodiversity in the world.

· A video on cutting and splicing DNA

· Popular opinions on the issue of intelligent design versus natural selection

