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What is a ﬁufe

Tha western cancart flute s one of the most wall knawn instruments in
the band. It is & transverse wind instrument with a range of aound 3
octaves with a graceful zound that floats above other irstruments. Az a
part of the wondwind family, the flute i quite unsasl i that it does not
require 3 reed 1o make sound. Instead. scund is produced as air = Bown
acr0ss the hole causing vibeations and a beautiful tone, In the wind
ensemble, it is not anly one of tha highest pitched and smallest
instruments but @lso ofien considered as ane of the instruments that
require the largest ameunt of air (oHen compared to a tuba)

What are flutes made of

The: most cormemen Autes nowadsys are wsually made of a combination of
metals. Most beginner or studant futes are made of nickeksitver - zn aloy
containing copper, 2ing, and siteer. These Metes generally wark alright and
are relatively inespensive for people just starting on the instrument. As
flidtists get better, many chosse o upgrade 1o infermediate futes that are
often siver plated for better scund Higher and fiutes can be made of siver
or even gold and cost ters of thausands of dollars. There are also wooten
flutes with mare mellow sound as well as plastic beginner futes designed
fior yourg childoen,
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What is a flute

The werstern concert fule ks one of ha mos? wall kncem irsiumants in the
Eand 1 is & Irnevarsa wind instrurmant with a engs of arnd 3 octaves
wath & grescelul sourd thal Busls atove other imtruments. As a gart ol the
wondwird tamity, the fut i= quite unsual in that i does not require a reed
1o make sound Instead, sound is produced as air is blown aos the hole
cangsing vitwations. and a taautitul tone. In fe wind ensembla. i is not only
one of The kiphest pitched anad smales mstnaments bin ako often
corsiariad s one of e imslrumenls that rsguiee the Langgest smounl of ar
{often compared to & uba).

What are flutes made of

The most commean fules nowadays ane wwaally made of a combination of
miatals, Most baginner or stucent fiuts are mada of nickelsiver - an aloy
containieg copper, Anc, end sibver, Trese Rubies gererally work alright and
e relativedy Inexpens e for people st starfing on the imstument As
furtists get betéer, marny chocse fo upgrade to imemrediste 4ies tat are
often siher platied for better sound Higher end flutes can be made: of sher
o aven podd and cosk bers of thousands of dollars. Thera am also wioden
Turtess with e melbom souncl s wel s plashic beginner Mutes designed
for young children.
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What is a ﬁul‘e

Tha weastam corcart fuba is ana of te mostwsd
Ferarwry et in the Dand. 1 is @ irensgana
wird inatrurent with a rmnge of around 3 ockanes
with a gracetul sound that floats. shoue offer
rstruTents. A5 a part of the woodsind family. te
Birle: b5 ciaite imiisiial in et B doste miot rcine &
ried] b ek Sgundd Inestgad, sourd s prduced
2 i s bl scrmss the hole casing whestions
and a bezuliil fone In e wind ensemble. Ris
nict onby i of the highest pic hed and smallest
natnaments bif ako otten comsdamed &5 cns of
e brdrurmants thal recpuire the larpest amound of
sir [offen compared fo o buba)

What are ﬁrufas ntade D;I?

The most common futes nowadays ame wsally
made of 3 combdnertion of metals. Most begimes or
shudent futes A made of nickaksiber - an Aoy
corle g cogper, 2, and siber, These futes
generaly work alright ad ame relatively
inesperewe for people just starting on the
instnement. A5 futists get batter, many choose e
upgrada to imemveiiaie Tires that am often cilvar
phaled bor betler sound Hygher e futes can be
miade of siver or even goid and cost bens of
trousands of dolars. Thane ame akso woodan flutes
with mona rrsbow sound as well as plistic
bagier Rutes desigrad for woung chikdnan
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bass flute contrabass flute

The concert flute (in ¢

The concert flute (aka the flute in c) is what most peaple think of when
you say fiute. As it's name suggests, it is in the key of ¢, so flutists almost
never have to transpose music. In a wind ensemble, flute is generally one
of the higher pitched instruments, and flutists usually sit in the front
row(s) depending on the number of people in the band. Flutist often start
learning the instrument in later elementary schocl or middle school in the
schoal band programs, though many end up simply playing as a hobby
and many quit as they get busier throughout high school, and very few
actually make it as professional musicians.

/aicco[o (in ¢

The piccolo is a smaller flute, also in ¢, that sounds an octave higher than
the concert flute. It is the most commeon auxiliary instrument for the flute,
and in ensemble settings, usually one of the flutists will also double as the
piccolo player. The piccolo is not only the highest pitches and smallest
instrument in the band but also very loud and ear piercing for the size,
Often, piccolo players will use earplugs (sometimes only in one ear) to
protect their ears when practicing or when playing very loud passages.

Less comuinon f’[ utes

Alto fiute Bass flute

Contrabass

The alto flute Is slightly larger than the concert The bass flute is even larger than the alto and The contrabass flute Is a significantly |arger
flute and is In the key of G (a fourth below the is in the key of C an octave below the concert flute in C often shaped somewhat Ike a 4. It is

C) There are straight alto flutes as well as
some with curved headjoints

fiute. This usually has a curved headjoint, but
there are also a some in cther shapes.

very uncomman is it is large and expensive,
and it uses a lot of air to play.
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FINGERINGS
the flute family piccolo

Alto flute

The alto flute is slightly larger than the
concert flute and is in the key of G (2
fourth below the C). There are straight
alto flutes as well as some with curved
headjoints
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bass flute contrabass flute

The concert f’[ute (in €)

The concert flute (aka the flute in ¢} is what most people think of when you
say flute. As it's name suggests, it is in the key of c. so flutists almost never
have to transpose music. In a wind ensemble, fiute is generally one of the
higher pitched instruments, and fiutists usually sit in the front row(s)
depending on the number of peaple in the band. Flutist often start leaming
the instrument in later elementary school or middle scheal in the school
band programs, though many end up simply playing as a hobby and many
quit as they get husier throughout high school, and very few actually make it
as professional musicians.

pc’cco{o fin ¢/

The piccolo is a smaller flute, also in ¢, that sounds an octave higher than
the concert flute., Itis the most common auxiliary instrument for the flute,
and in ensemble settings, usually one of the flutists will also double as the
piceola player. The piceolo is not anly the highest pitches and smallest
nstrument in the band but also very loud and ear piercing for the size.
Often, piccolo players will use earplugs (sometimes only in one ear) to

pratect their ears when practicing or when playing very loud passages.

Less common f’/ utes

Bass flute

The bass flute is even larger than the

alto and is in the key of C an octave
below the concert flute. This usually
has a curved headjoint, but there are

also a some in other shapes.
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Contrabass

The contrabass flute is a significantly
larger fiute in C often shaped somewhat
like @ 4. It is very uncommon as it is
large and expensive, and it uses a lot of
air to play.
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The concert flute (in cf

The concert fule (ka the fute in ¢} is what most
[ themi OF whhen you say Tule. A it's name
suggesta, if 15 in the bey of ¢, s Jutists sbmost
never have 10 ransposs rmusic. na wind
ensemble, Ut & gererally one of $he higher
pitchad instamente, and 1itsts usally st n the
gk vl | operding o Thi rumber of pedpia in
the band Fhotist aften start learning the
imstrument in kxer elementary schood or middle
schoal in fe schoal band programs, frough marny
end L iVl pleseng s & holiby and many quit
s Ty el neier theoughout High schosl, and
vy lewr schaly meke & as professional
MRsidans.

Picealo fin &

The pciazks b & smadlar Pule, aka i g, thal smnds
an octe higher than the concer ufe, It is the
mast commen awckany instrumen for the fube
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18 il iy thes ligglwead pilches arl snallis|
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less commen ﬁ’ufe.r

Aho Huta
The o Tike & sightly lager TFan the
it Sube and 5 in The iy of Gia
fourih befows the C)L There are straght
alto fufes o well a5 some with cunsed
headicints

Barss fute
T barss Fule b5 v langer than e
alfa arad = in e kay of C 80 oclawe
below the concert fute. This wmally
Fats & curved hissdyoi . bat there ane
alen 3 somg n ofher shapas,

Contrabarss
The £iirahacs Tia ks a signifcanthy
argar Mube in G oltan dheped someamful
bk 2 4. It s very uncommeon 2= it i
wpe and epersive and tuses a lot of
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