identifies mental states with occurrences involving parts of physicﬂ
than with those objects or parts themselves, continues to find favor.
Hobbes’s political philosophy takes as its starting peint an extremé
view of man’s nature. According to Hobbes, the basic motivation of ma
perpetual and restless desire of power after power, that ceaseth only
Given the universality of this desire for power, life in the state of naty
imposition of civil laws backed by sovereign force, must be a perpetu;
possessions, supremacy, and glory. In this state, the outcome of one
efforts is always uncertain, and life is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish
avoid this intolerable situation, the law of nature, which dictates sel
commands men to surrender their liberty {although not their ability to
lives or persons) to a single sovereign. By covenanting, or contracting, t
force to the sovereign’s endeavors, they first create the conditions un&'e"
enforcement of laws, and so too the institutions of property and justice;
Thus is born Leviathan, the great artificial being of the commonwealt},x
soul is sovereignty. .

Hobbes’s account does not point inevitably to any single form of gov
allows that the sovereignty may reside in a single ruler (mona;rc'hy
(aristocracy), or the entire population (democracy%. He does insist; hop
whatever form the sovereign body takes, its power must be absolute, The
this is that the purpose of the original covenant is to create an authy
enough to protect each member of the populace from the incursions of tf
Given this initial intent, any attempt to separate from the sovereign the
tax, legislate, or deploy the military, to challenge or punish the sovereig
in any other way to limit his power, must violate the original agreemen
be a risk that the sovereign will abuse his power; but for Hobbes (thoug
Locke) this risk is far outweighed by the secure and orderly existenc
power makes possible.

For a good discussion of Hobbes's life and philosophy, see R. S, Pet.
(Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1956). A number of interesting shorter
collected in Keith Brown, ed., Hobbes Studies (Cambridge, Mass; Harvard
Press, 1965). Two important works are Michael Qakshott, Hobbes on Ci
{Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975), and Leo Strauss, The Politi
ophy of Hobbes (1936: rpt. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1963). An'ip
study of Hobbes’s political and moral philosophy is Howard Warrender, T%
Philosophy of Thomas Hobbes (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1957). Hobb
is placed in its historical context in Jean Hampton, Hobbes and the Sozig
Tradition (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1986). Also noteworths
ory S. Kavka, Hobbesian Moral and Political Theory (Princeton: Princeton
Press, 1986). .
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THE INTRODUCTION

re (the art whereby God hath made and governs the world) is by the ar
many other things, so in this also imitated, that it can make an artificial
“secing life is but a motion of limbs, the beginning whereof is in some
art within, why may we not say that all automata (engines that move them-
; ngs and wheels as doth a watch} have an artificial life? For what is the
spring; and the nerves, but so many sinngs; and the joinis, but so many
motion to the whole body, such as was intended by the artificer? Ar
ther, imitating that rational and most excellent work of nature, man. For
ated that great LEVIATHAN! called a COMMONWEALTH, or STATE (in Latin
ich is but an artificial man, though of greater stature and strength than
al. for whose protection and defence it was intended; and in which the
n artificial soul, as giving life and motion to the whole body; the mag-
‘nd other officers of judicature and execution, artificial joints; reward and pun-
tiy which fastened to the seat of the sovereignty every joint and member is
perform his duty) are the nerves, that do the same in the body natural; the
riches of all the particular members are the strength; salus populi (the people’s
‘husiness; counsellors, by whom all things needful for it to know are suggested
ve the memory; equity and laws, an artificial reason and will; concord, health;
skness; and civil war, death. Lastly, the pacts and covenants by which the parts
ody politic were at first made, set together, and united, resemble that fiat, or
make man, pronounced by God in the creation.
describe the nature of this artificial man, I will consider
t. the matter thereof, and the artificer, both which is man.

condly, how and by what covenants it 1s made; what are the righls and just
ower or authority of a sovereign; and what it is that preserveth and dissolveth it.
rdly, what is a Christian commonwealth.

tly, what is the kingdom of darkness.

ncerning the first, there is a saying much usurped of late, that wisdom is
ot by reading of beoks, but of men. Consequently whereunto, those per-
{or the most part can give no other proof of being wise take great delight
what they think they have read in men, by uncharitable censures of one
ehind their backs, But there is another saying not of late understood, by
hey might learn truly to read one another, if they would take the pains; and
oice teipsum, read thy self, which was not meant, as it is now used, to counte-
her the barbarous state of men in power towards their inferiors, or to
men of low degree to a saucy behaviour towards their betters, but to
that for the similitude of the thoughts and passions of one man to the
and passions of ancther, whosoever looketh into himself and considereth
oth, when he does think, opine, reason, hope, fear, &c, and upon what grounds,
thereby read and know, what are the thoughts and passions of all other men
like occasions. I say the similitude of passions, which aré the same in all
sire, fear, hope, &c, not the similitude of the ebjects of the passions, which are

by Edwin Curley. Copyright 1994 by Backett Publishing Company. Reprinted with permission.

éviathan was a Biblical sca-monster.—S.M. (]
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the thi i ese the c .
i : etgmgs ‘de.med, Jeared, hoped, &c; for these the constitution individug
ucation do so vary, and they are so easy to be kept from our kng:

the char ¥ ’ ¢ presseth our organs diversely. Neither in us that are pressed are the
acters of man’s heart, blotted and confounded as they are with bup ; . ; X

lying, counterfeiti . but divers motions {for motion produceth nothing but motion). But
I'Kaargt,s. Andifgtlugrﬁgiginri:gso :gtci»us dootrmesz are legible only to him ik S‘ance to us is fancy, tl(m same wain)ng that dreamingg. And as pressing,
do it without comparin g them W_‘;’}’:S we do dlscOVﬁ‘I’l t}'leir design somé; ¢ striking the eye, makes us fancy a light, and pressing the ear, produceth
i ' our own, and d,lsﬂnguishing all ¢ire o the bodies also we see, or hear, produce the same by their strong,
the most part deceived, by too much » 18 to decipher without a key - sbserved action. For if those colours and sounds were in the bodies, or
» DY ch trust, or by too much diffidence ‘t'cause them, they could not be severed from them, as by glasses, and in
' aflection, we see they are, where we know the thing we see is in one
ppearance in another. And though at some certain distance the real and
seem invested with the fancy it begets in us, yet still the object is one
mage or fancy is another. So that sense in all cases, is nothing else but
sricy, caused (as 1 have said) by the pressure, that is, by the motion, of
(hihgs upon OUr €ycs, €ars, and other organs thereunto ordained.
(the philosophy-schools, through all the universities of Christendom,
"u'pon certain texts of Arisiotle, teach another doctrine, and say, for the
{ wision, that the thing seen sendeth forth on every side a vistble species (in
“pisible show, apparition, or aspect, or a being seen), the receiving whereof into
seeing. And for the cause of hearing, that the thing heard sendeth forth an
 spevies, that is, an audible aspect, or audible being seen, which entering at the ear
hiaring. Nay for the cause of understanding also, they say the thing understood

[4] But let one man read another by his actions ne
only with his acquaintance, which are but few, He th:f Ii:
Eluflz igatd 13 hllz;nself, not this or that particular man, but mankind wh
be ba o do, harder t'han to learn any language or science yet V:fhe &

wn my own reading orderly and perspicuously, the pa}ns feft a.r?oth

only to consider if he also find i
. not the same in hi is ki
admitteth no other demonstration. 1 el Tor this kind P

o perfectly, its
to govern a vk

Part One

OF MAN th forth intelligible species, that is, an inselligible being seen, which coming into the
anding makes us understand. I say not this as disapproving the use of uni-
CHAPTER T . but because I am to speak hereafter of their office in a commonwealth, 1
¢ you see on all occasions by the way, what things would be amended in

ongst which the f { insignificant h s one.

OF Sense ongst which the frequency of insigni speec ne

CHAPTER II

[11 Concerning the though i
' : ghts of man, T will consider th ; I
:v?.rds in train, or dependence upon one another. Singly, thc:fn;rgife?ngb, 5%
Ccz:) g’;ﬁ: nclzppezﬁmée, of sbome quality or other accident, of a body withguotlifs ;
y called an object. Which object worketh onjthe b
! ) ' €yes, ears, h
of a man’s b(')d.y, and by diversity of working produceth c'[)i(vﬁ‘1"55?)1;505L Zd C:;l
tiO[nz]inThe original gf t];lem all is that which we call SENsk. (For there i};I:id "
aman’s mind which hath not at first, totall . Site
the organs of sense.) The rest are derived f;"omath);?r ot been begO_tt

. g 1
[3] To know the natural cause of i mecess,
' olsense 1s not very necessary t
in hand, and I have elsewhere written of the same at large Ne\);f::t'}:hf e
part of my present method, T will briefly deliver the . lce.

same in thi E
[4] The cause of sense is the external body et

" ' _ or object, which ‘pr
€ organ proper to each sense, either immediately, as in tJhe te,lste and i

mediag : . . .
n;tatdy’d as in seeing, hearing, and smelling; which pressure, by the me
brains ag hother strings and membranes of the body, conti;mcd inwards
e heant : ec?rlt', causeth there a resistance, or counter-pressure, or endé
art to deliver itself; which endeavo J .
: ur, because outward 0 be
matter without. And this seemin is th i oo
. 2, of fancy, is that which m It ; :
as to the eye, in a light or colo ’ o to the meent s
ur figured, to the ear, in d, i, i
to the tongue and palate, i - rest ot the body o ok in at
> 10 a savour; and to the rest of th i '
tolt o t of the body, in Aeat, cold, ki
ofiness, and such other qualities as we discern by feeling. All )\;hich qixaiitlfcs

Of Inagination

hat when a thing lies still, unless somewhat else stir it, it will He still for ever,
h that no man doubts of. But that when a thing is in motion, it will eternally
otion, unless somewhat else stay it, though the reason be the same {namely,
othing can change itself), is not so easily assented to. For men measure, not
her men, but all other things, by themselves; and because they find them-
ubject after motion to pain and lassitude, think everything clse grows weary
tion and seeks repose of its own accord, little considering whether it be not
ther motion wherein that desire of rest they find in themselves consisteth.
hence it is that the schools say heavy bodies fall downwards out of an appetite
t; and to conserve their nature in that place which is most proper for them,
ing appetite and knowledge of what is good for their conservation (which is
than man has) to things inanimate, absurdly.

When a body is once in motion, it moveth (unless something else hinder it) eter-
ind whatsoever hindreth it, cannot in an instant, but in time and by degrees, quite
ish it, And as we sce in the water, though the wind cease, the waves give not over
g for a long time after, so also it happeneth in that motion which is made in the
al parts of a man, then when he sees, dreams, &c. For after the object is removed,




¢-organs, when they be distempered, do keep the same in motion;
-ations there formerly made appear as if a man were waking, saving
sense being now benumbed, so as there is no new object which can

them with a more vigorous impression, a dream must needs be more
#e of sense, than are ouf waking thoughts. And hence it cometh to
hiard matter, and by many thought impossible, to distinguish exactly
wd dreaming. For my part, when I consider that in dreams I do not
ntly, think of the same persons, places, ohjects, and actions that I do
ermber so long a tram of coherent thoughts dreaming as at other times,
aking 1 often observe the absurdity of dreams, but never dream of the
waking thoughts, T am well satisfied that being awake [ know I dream

1 dream, I think myself awake.
s are caused by the distemper of some of the inward parts of the

ds cause different dreams. And hence it is that lying

¢h the thought and image of some fearful object
and from the inner parts to the brain,
i); and that as anger causeth heat in some parts of the body when we are
e sleep the overheating of the same parts causeth anger and raiseth up
imagination of an enemy. Tn the same manner as natural kindness,
d desire makes heat in certain other parts of the
hile we sleep, raiseth in the brain an

dreams are the reverse of our waking
d when we dream

or th i i
Whene v:ge sh.ut,A we still refain an image of the thin
Se . . . &
s :1; ;t.s nd this is it, .the Latins call z'magz'natifnscfen
o bply the a:?m, though improperly, to all the oth e
gnines appearance, and is as proper to s
one seng

therefore is nothi

othing but decayi

' : 1yIng sense. i :

tures, as well sleeping as waki ni » and is found in men: an

[3] The decay of sense in men waking ;
: Sen: king is
521 Sa..nwc;l];)(s:;usrtmg cC)If 1t, 1t such manner ags thneoltigtilte :fe I:CJ?Y
than,in Pich 5 a;l": ];) no less exercise th ;
o the o Cg fr.o ut b.ecause amongst many strokes whj

e pecive beilxln externaJ‘ bodies, the predominant olclh o
e oo pn bel g predominant, we are not affected witllliy'

oy b i I:lmoved from our eyes, though the impr. o
ot Sther object ore present succeeding and work; o
P red and made weak, as the voice of a maﬁgiso'n uh

L '

e g\; :,],:Zli e;; ;;Oifweth that ‘the longer the time is af::et h

i e ek WhiChe. imagmation, For the continual charf ; :
e e parts whi In sense were moved, so that distanceg'ei.‘-of
e g sam witECt in gs.lFor. as, at a great distance of p] oo
opears oum and wi ci}qut dlstmctlpn of the smaller parts .':Lﬁdac '

nartic IOSC,(for exa;na 1ter great distance of time, our in;a in ?S
iy o e ple) of cities we have seen, many partigcu;ll o
ook e itm}mstances. -ThJ.s decaying sense, when we o

e an 0y itse f), we call imagination, as 1 said before: b
: ; gnify that the sense is fading, old, and prc; b'ut' e
5 s ast, 1t 1

imagination and me
mory are b i :
names. ’JJ’ tt one thing, which for diverse conside

of th
s th sun
er virtue, by which the

drea
sfempers must nee
reams of fear and raise
i1 the brain Lo the inner parts,

3

ke, causeth desire, an
50 much heat in those parts, W
some kindness shown. In sum, our
' motion when we are awake beginning at one end, an

am from his waking thoughts is then,
¢ slept, which is easy to happen to a
.l thoughts, and whose conscience is much troubled, and that sicepeth
‘mstances of going to bed, or putting off his clothes, asione that noddeth
fe that taketh pains, and industriously lays himself to sleep, in case any
exorbitant fancy come unto him, cannot easily think it other than a dream.

cus Brutus {one that had his life given him by Julius Gaesar, and was also
2nd notwithstanding murdered him), how at Philippi, the night before he

Augustus Caesar, he saw a fearful apparition, which is commonly related by
ircumstances, one may easily judge to have

difficult discerning of a man’s dre
socident we observe not that we hav

[4] Much mermor

; ¥, or memory of : .

b ) ry of many thin .

OEE’;E OIII)IY of those things which have b);en fgﬁm’ i (;alled euperience.
or by parts at several times, the former (w -Y perceived b

as 1t T Eb
p € ) 5 g ? .
was esent d to the sense) 18 sim JE ma Znatlon as When onem

JIOI‘SC, Wh]Ch he halh s¢en befOI c. Ihﬁ Othel 18 mmi)(mnded al Whe )
, a3 en;

m t {1
e, and fa hOI s€ at ax 10 thE:I, WE COnceive 1n o 1
an atone fim o) LT mMin

another man, as :
happeneth oft’en t(?v tlilzr:nihr;l:l n tmagines himself a Hercules or an ‘vision, but considering the ct
are much taken with reading of rom . ¢t dream. For sitting in his tent, pensive and troubled with the horror of
was not hard for him, slumbering in the cold, to dream of that which most
50 also it must needs make

pound imagination, and

. roper] ; .
jgl‘latmns that rise in’men Ftho% g?ﬁiﬁa f;c;mn of the mind, There e aks i
rom gazing upon the sun > ing) from the great im : which fear, as by degrees it made him wake
= th : Pressio E - - s
long time after; and from };eirle linpressmn = by degrees to vanish; and having no assurance that he slept, he could
§ long and v - to think it a dream, or anything but a vision. And this is no very rare
if they be timorous and superstitious,

man shall in the dark (th
which kind of fan (though awa}ke) even they that be perfectly awake,
cy hath no particul .
h fearful tales and alone in the dark, are subject to the like fancies, and

fall into men’s discourse,

see spirits and dead men’s ghosts walking n churchyards; whereas it is
fancy only, or else the knavery of such persons as make use of such supersti-
ass disguised in the night to places they would not be known to haunt,
inguish dreams and other strong fancies from
nse did arise the greatest part of the religion of the gentiles in time past, that
atyrs, fawns, nymphs, and the like; and now-a-days the opinion that rude

¢-of fairies, ghosts, and goblins, and of the power of witches. For as for

nk not that their witchcraft is any real power, but yet that they are Justly

have the images of lines and angles
ar name, as being a thing that dot

3] The imaginati

OﬂEel imagﬁiiﬁ?anoﬁls of them that sleep are those we call dreams, A
beconse brainm) dﬂve been b_efore, either totally or by par I.'l :
in sleep as not easi'cll;rlt ng‘rves, Wlémh are the necessary organspof :eenz,. t
. 0 be moved by th : ey

sleep no imaginat: Y thae action of extern ; ;
the li)nward ag:,;rréatl?n, an)d therefore no dream, but whataIrObJC(zits’fthg :
parts ot man’s body, which inward parts, for {:h(éc:tfmic:;m .
10

his ignorance of how to dist
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punished, for the false beli

’ ef they have that th

Urpo: it i . they can d s

Pty by, e s e s

purpose eithe::afnl’lles and walking ghosts, the opinion oi‘:v t;c 1gion than

of ol ':v ) ght or not confuted, to keep in credit th em has Iihi
y water, and other such inventions of ghostly men e use of exorciy

the matter moved, in such manner as water upon a plain table is drawn which
ne part of it is guided by the finger, But because in sense, to onc and the same
reetved, sometimes one thing, sometimes another succeedeth, it comes to pass
{hat in the imagining of anything there is no certainty what we shall imagine
dolfseﬂe;éhjész, ;::liiz Iils no gloubt but God can make unnatural a 5 (his is certain, it shall be something that succeeded the same hefore, at one
b e n(;c: hto fear such things more than the fiéparlt]()n
But-evil men, under C;"“; ich he also can stay and change, is 1'10Y o?r el
when it Scrvés s %)u :nepgl thath God can do anything, are so Eolgt of C
bﬁl ieve them no further tflanc:;lgght i}égogmkkit ugtmc; it is the Parta«ift C;iv:
this superstitious fear of spirits were take makes that which they say appear
e s o i i o i L e
, by which crafty

persons abuse the sitmpl
persons ab ple people, men would be much more fitted than the

This train of thoughts, or mental discourse, is of two sorts. The first is unguided,
d inconstant, wherein there is no passionate thought to govern and
ose that follow to itself, as the end and scope of some desire or other passion; in
e the thoughts are ¢aid to wander, and secmn impertinent one Lo another, as in
. Such are commonly the thoughts of men that are not only without company,
- without care of anything, though even then their thoughts are as busy as at
es, but without harmony, as the sound which a lute out of tune would yield to
in tune, to one that could not play, And yet i1 this wild ranging of the mind,

? 1, of
[9] And this ought to be the work of the school - shay oft-times perceive the way of it, and the dependence of one thought upon
chools; but they rather nourish fer. Forina discourse of our present civil war, what could seem more impertinent

tiach,_ some saying that imaginations rise of th ask (as one did) what was the value of a Roman penny? Yet the coherence to me

they rise most commonly from the will, and th emselves and have no cause, ot anifest enongh. For the thought of the war introduced the thought of the deliver-

? ngi‘by God, and evil thoughts by ‘;h R Dev?; gé’oi thoughts are blown {ins up the king to his encmies; the thought of that brought in the thought of the deliv-

used) into a man by God, and evil » or that good thoughts are y < of Christ; and that again the thought of the 30 pence which was the price of

species of things and d cliv;r them to?igs by the Devil. Some say the se:nsesP and thence easily followed that malicious question; and all this in a mo- L
Lhcn;o"ﬁr to the fancy, and the fancy to thzc;rrﬁaillzn sensde, ;nd the cominon s&n of time, for thought is quick.

an ; , Al ; ) . . .

ing of things from one to another, with m ry; and the memory to the ju The second is more constant, as being regulated by some desire, and design. For the

any words making noth 2 . & 7% Y ) e

5 ing unders de by such things as we desire or fear is strong and permanent, or {ifat

sslon ma
for a time) of quick return; so strong it is sometimes as to hinder and break our
ce the like of

from desire ariseth the thought of some means we have seen produ
jich we 2im at; and from the thought of that, the thought of means to that mean;
<o continually, till we come to some beginning within our own power. And because \_
d, by the greatness of the impression, COMEs often to mind, in case our thoughts "
to wander, they are quickly again reduced into the way: which, ohserved by one
jgeven wise MeET, made him give men this precept; which is now worn out, Respice

that is to say, in all your actions, look often upon what you would have, as the

‘that directs all your thoughts in the way 10 attain it.
‘The train of regulated thoughts is of two kinds: one, when of an effect imagined,
ck the canses, Or Means that produce it; and this is common to man and beast. The
s when, imagining anything whatsoever, We seek all the possible effects that can
b produced; that is to say, we magine what we can do with it, when we have it. Of
11 have not at any {ime seen any sign, but in man only; for thisisa curiosity hardly
nt to the nature of any living creature that has no other passion but sensual, such
¢ hunger, thirst, lust, and anger. In swn, the discourse of the mind, when it is
ned by design, is nothing but seeking, of the faculty of invention, which the Latins
ed sagacitas, and solertia; a hunting out of the causes of some effect, present or past, OF
of the effects of some present or past cause- Sometimes a man seeks what he hath lost,
from that place and time wherein he misses it, his mind runs back, from place to
ce, and time to time, to find where and when he had it; that Is to say, t0 find some
t4in and limited time and place in which to begin a method of secking. Again, from
fnec his thoughts run OVer {he same places and times, o fnd what action or other
sion might make him lose it. This we call remembyance, or calling t0 mind; the Latins
t reminiscentia, as it were 2 re-conning of our former actions.

trine. FCII‘ 10t kn y recet
( OW‘lng What lmaglnatlon or thc S€NSCS a.re) What hf:

[10] The imagination is raj
that is raised 1

faculty of imagini ised in man (or any oth i
sl o o othr oy e ot sl
or the r’a fing of o mont to ma:ll and beast. For a dog by custom wﬁlgengrally,calj
s master; and so will m understan
ecullar t ; . any other beasts. T L
Ey e ;‘e ((l)ur;llan 13 the understanding not only his will l:)uSt hi:l j; undﬂTStand_lng
other forms ofinc Czr-ltEX_ture o'f tl}e names of thing; into afﬁrnriciPhons an(:it_
peech; and of this kind of understanding I shall sp:ai;)ES, nefga __1[
ereafter[e

CHAPTER 11T

Of the Consequence or Train of Imaginations

y C q CCESSI
nsequence, g S, s £ 8
“ 1) ence, 01 I RAIN O 10ugn [ 1 (iei ta l(] tha MCCESSIoNn

thought to anoth teh i
. er which gt 1
discourse. is called (to distinguish it from discourse in words

[2] When a man thi
n thin ;
gether so casual as it se:r;tsh tgig ﬁf&thtmg whatsoever, his next thought after, is n
ently. But as we b ns to be. Not every thought to every tho :
or in parts, so we ;;C no 1magination whereof we have not g;mc?lgh}: S; Cceeds-
SR A ve no transition from one imagination to anotg a hsense, il
within us, relies of those made in ihe veason whereof is this, All fancies Zﬁwrﬁ
in the sense; and .

ceeded one anot i sense, am those motions t : .y
former coming ahae;"nl? th(;{ sense continue also together after sellzsaet 1_mmf:dlatei

gain to take place and be predominant, the latter f(;I;nSt)riugh_._

oweth by



