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  Found my topic while in Michigan 
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http://www.cityofholland.com/windmillislandgardens


Windmills 

         Energy-related topic? 
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Energy from the wind? 



 

 

Think of 
your 

topic in 
the form 

of 
questions 

 

Visiting Michigan for a conference: 

+ Windmill Island Gardens for annual tulip festival  

Is it difficult to build a modern windmill? 

Is a wind turbine the same thing as a windmill?  

How much power comes from the wind?   

How much energy is saved by using wind power? 



State your 
topic as a  
question 

 

 

 

Are windmills the best 
way to trap energy 
from the wind? 
 



#2 Find Background Information 
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Background Info 
for “fringed” tulip 

 
Tulip Time 
Festival, 
Holland, 
Michigan 
 

Google Images 
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http://images.google.com/


Encyclopedias 

http://www.accessscience.com/
http://www.sage-ereference.com/view/greenenergy/SAGE.xml
http://www.britannica.com/


#3 Use Catalogs to find Books and 
Media (like DVDs) 
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 Use Catalogs like Carnegie Library 
to find Books 
 and Media 
 

http://catalog.einetwork.net/
http://catalog.einetwork.net/


#4 Use Indexes to Find Periodical  
Articles 

The Seven 
Steps of the 
Research 
Process 



Use Indexes to find 
periodical articles 
 

 
What does this 
mean? 
 

 

Magazine & journal & 
newspaper articles 

find them in  
RESEARCH DATABASES  
 
 

Academic OneFile    GreenFILE 

http://go.galegroup.com/ps/start.do?p=AONE&u=cmu_main
http://www.ebscohost.com/public/greenfile


wind pumps 

tower mill 

Windmills 
vibration 
 

Renewable 
 energy 



#5  Find Internet Resources 
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 Scientific American “Observations“ blog 
 

 
   Try a search engine +Google, like Yippy 
 

Google Patent Search 
www.google.com/patentsGoogle 
Search more than seven million U.S. patents. 

http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2014/03/03/wind-turbines-generate-upside-down-lightning-video/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/2014/03/03/wind-turbines-generate-upside-down-lightning-video/
http://yippy.com/
http://www.osti.gov/scitech/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CB8QFjAA&url=http://www.google.com/patents&ei=dha8U-qnM9LmsATM-oLYAg&usg=AFQjCNG_XlAI_9dSaH28NeN5O6bXJSSuSw&sig2=OpmqDDjff664foHpwm_Vog&bvm=bv.70138588,d.cWc


 # 6  Evaluate What You Find 
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Would 
you use this 
photo? 
 
Would  
you use that 
website? 
 
How can I 
trust this 
information 
to be true? 

http://www.spoomgreatlakes.org/Newsletters/2013_April.html


 

 

 

MLA 

format 

# 7 Cite what you find using a 
standard format 
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