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A Few Tips on Preparing for, and Exceeding in,
an Academic Career (with Q&A)

Richard M. Reis, PhD

Research liaison in the Nanoscale Prototyping Laboratory
In the Mechanical Engineering department at Stanford University

Richard Reis is currently a part-time research liaison in the Nanoscale Prototyping Laboratory in
the Mechanical Engineering department at Stanford University. For over 20 years he was the edi-
tor of the online Tomorrow’s Professor eNewsletter with over 65,000 subscribers world-wide.

From 1990 to 2007 Reis was the executive director of
the Alliance for Innovative Manufacturing at Stanford
and a consulting professor and lecture, respectively, in
the Electrical Engineering and Mechanical Engineer-
ing departments. From 1988 to 1993 he was also the
associate dean for student affairs in the Stanford
School of Engineering. From 1997 to 2000 he was the
director of academic partnerships at the Stanford
Learning Laboratory, now part of the Stanford Center
for Innovations in Learning. From 1982 to 1997 he
was the executive director of the Stanford Center for
Integrated Systems, a major research partnership be-
tween Stanford and 15 industrial companies.

Reis holds bachelor's degrees in physical geography
(1964), and physics (1965), both with honors, and a
master's degree in science education (1968) from Cali-
fornia State University at Los Angeles in Los Angeles, CA. He also holds a master's degree in geo-
physics (1969), and a Ph.D. in physics education (1971) from Stanford University, in Stanford, CA.

Three articles that the attendees can read prior to the presentation

Improving the Advisor/Advisee Relationship
https://tomorrowsprofessor.sites.stanford.edu/posting/1866

Feedback for Continuation - Keep Doing the Right Things
https://tomprof.stanford.edu/posting/1725

Three Keys for Graduate School Success
https://tomprof.stanford.edu/posting/1560
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