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After a month of anxious waiting, I finally heard from my friend Neeli in Afghanistan.  Actually, I heard from her aunt.  As you might expect, there was good reason for Neeli to be quiet for so long.  I was right to be worried.
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Neeli was being pursued by her would-be husband.  She turned into a field that was unfamiliar to her.  In her haste, she tripped.  The weight of her hand falling against the ground triggered a hidden landmine.  She was badly injured in the explosion.
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Neeli’s aunt didn’t go into any other details about what happened.  I know only that Neeli is alive, for now.  She’s one of the strongest people I’ve ever known.  I hope she’s strong enough to pull through this.

