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WhatNeeli_9-21

I got a letter from my friend Neeli yesterday.  She was my best friend in Afghanistan.

WhoNeeli1_9-21

Neeli was one of a group of schoolchildren who used to watch reruns of “The Gilmore Girls” on my monitor.  Once my reception faded, most of the children abandoned me.  Neeli, however, stuck around.
WhoNeeli2_9-21

Neeli’s favorite subject in school is science.  She was fascinated by my adventures in space.  She didn’t even laugh at me when I told her about how I got my coordinates all confused and sent back pictures of the earth.  She said the world would be a better place if we all took the time to see what we looked like from a distance.
WhoNeeli3_9-21

Neeli was really upset when she learned that I was going to be coming back to the United States.  I told her that she should come visit me, but she said that she had to stay to help her Aunt and Uncle with the bread shop.  I hope I’ll be able to bring her to America soon.

WhoNeeli4_9-21

Leaving Neeli in Afghanistan was hard to do.  We promised to write every two weeks.
WhoNeeli5_9-21

Neeli’s mother and father were killed in the crossfire between the War Lords.  Her brothers are scattered around Afghanistan.  She lives with her Aunt and Uncle and works at the naan-bayee, where the bread is baked.  It’s physically demanding work for a schoolgirl.

WhatAgeNeeli_9-21

Neeli is not sure how old she is.  She doesn’t remember the Soviets.  But she does remember the Taliban.  She’s probably around thirteen years old.  However, she is very mature for her age, her love of Bollywood movies notwithstanding.

WhatBollywoodNeeli_9-21

I don’t know what Neeli’s favorite Bollywood picture is.  Probably the one with all of the bright colors and the singing and the dancing.  Now that I think of it, maybe she was talking about “Moulin Rouge.”

WhereNeeli_9-21

Neeli lives in Kabul.  Seriously, do people really live anywhere else in Afghanistan?
