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When I first got here I thought this job was going to be beneath me.  Coming from NASA and the CIA to CMU felt like a mighty step down.  But a funny thing happened over the course of the semester.
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When my job was threatened by the sinister V Victor Vector the Fifth, I responded in a way that surprised me.  There was a time when I would have been happy to lose my job.  But when it was threatened, I actually fought for it.  I guess I realized that I—gulp—actually like my job.  And I’m—double gulp—happy to be here.  It’s true that I’m not out saving the world, but I was never really very good at that anyway.
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What’s important isn’t the scope of your task.  It’s finding where you belong.  And it may have taken me a semester of turmoil, but I’ve learned that I belong here.  This has been a tough year.  No doubt about it.  But if next year is anything like this one, I can’t wait.

