Calendar for Tank
Please note that major plot strands include:

· A year-long mystery concerning who is sabotaging Tank

· An ongoing relationship, like a pen pal, with a girl he met in Afghanistan

· The desire to indulge in some kind of hobby, the search for a creative outlet (includes rug-hooking, bonsai trees, color by numbers)
· A battle to Unionize (albeit, as a Roboceptionist Union of One)

· A series of failed (but oh so comical) dates

· A dream to win his Fantasy Curling League (semester)

· Many Fillers/One-a-Days

September

19th:  Tank unveiled.  Text includes four pages of Tank Introduction, including where he has come from (NASA, CIA) and how he got here (general ineptitude).  Also includes an update about Val (touring with Babs and the Babettes, a Barbara Streisand cover band).  Introduction runs throughout the first week, more or less unimpeded.

21st:  Introduce Neeli, Tank’s friend from Afghanistan.

26th:  Recount Tank’s visit to his brother’s candle shop in Sturgis; introduce Tank’s desire for a creative outlet.
28th:  At a Steeler tailgate, Tank is approached about the possibility of Unionizing.

October
3rd:  Enter, V. Victor Vector IV, who, though we don’t know it yet, inaugurates the Mystery strand.  V4 is a night janitor who befriends Tank.

5th:  Tank reviews the School of Drama’s Lysistrata; receives a letter from Neeli recounting  a dream she had in which she was crossing a suspension bridge above the Euphrates River but the other side of the bridge keeps getting farther and farther away.

10th:  Tank makes his first attempt with his hobby (bonsai tree?).

12th:  The Union idea begins to materialize.

17th:  Mystery:  Tank confesses that he has been screwing up recently, giving wrong directions and speaking in all caps and that sort of thing.  He finds this very curious.

19th:  Tank worries about Neeli’s arranged marriage.  He frets, but she seems comfortable with the decisions being made for her.

24th:  Tank’s bonsai tree endeavors are thwarted when Blueberry, his dog, pees on the tree.

26th:  The Union plot thickens (as it will, very generally, for the rest of this outline). 

31st:  Tank creates a Tank-O-Lantern as one of his hobbies.  Mystery:  Tank realizes something is amiss; playing Watson to Tank’s Sherlock, V4 suggests a host of potential villains.  He focuses on Dr. Reid, the MIT grad.
November
2nd:  Tank quarrels with Neeli about her remaining in Afghanistan.  He wants her Stateside, but she won’t budge.

7th:  Hobby:  Rug-Hooking (?).

9th:  Those pesky Union problems continue.

14th:  Mystery:  Reid’s credentials as the culprit are cast into doubt when Stone, from Tank’s Fantasy Curling League, becomes the prime suspect.

16th:  Neeli goes quiet.  Tank worries that he has offended her.

21:  Hobby.

23rd-25th:  Thanksgiving.

22nd:  Union.

28th:  Tank confronts Stone about his offenses on the Fantasy Billboard, and the problems cease.  (Is it only a coincidence that V4 is away for Thanksgiving this weekend?)  The problems, of course, resume.  They’re worse than before.

30th:  Review of School of Drama’s Urinetown; Neeli still silent, which makes Tank worry all the more.

December
5th:  Hobby.

6th:  Tank learns that Neeli’s silence is the result of her falling on a landmine in Afghanistan.  She was fleeing from her suitor and tripped, which probably saved her life.

7th:  Union cliffhanger.

12th:  Tank sees an auction and notes that paintings by the likes of Pollock are going for millions of dollars.  He could make money to help Neeli.  Takes up painting by numbers as his new hobby.

End first semester.

January
16th:  Pithy comment about only getting half-a-day off for MLKJ Day.

17th:  Union resumes.

18th:  In Afghanistan, Doctors Without Borders saved Neeli’s life, but not her hand.

23rd:  As if he doesn’t have enough to worry about, the Mystery resumes.  A date with Jill the Grill over break went well, and he was operable for a spell.  But since they’ve called it off again, things have been getting kind of weird.  He’s got this new funny stutter.

30th:  Union, Union, Union!

February 2nd
1st:  Because of her injuries, Neeli is forced to quit her job.  Tank wants to sell his pictures to raise money for her.

6th:  Mystery:  There’s this student who’s girlfriend said that Tank was hot.  The student didn’t much care for that.  Maybe this has something to do with the sabotage?  (But probably not.)

13th:  That’s right:  Union, baby, Union.

14th:  Valentine’s Day, pithy.

15th:  Neeli leaves her Aunt’s home in Afghanistan because she feels like she’s a burden.  Tank urges her to stay, but it’s too late.  His paintings don’t generate the interest he had hoped on EBay.

20th:  Stella, a satellite friend from Tank’s NASA days, has been trying to get in touch with him.  V4 tells Tank to stay away.  She could be the one.  Tank listens to his new friend.

22nd:  Review of School of Drama’s Nathan the Wise.  (Series about Summer New Works also here somewhere.)

27th:  Say it with me:  Union.

March
1st:  Neeli tells tales about her life in a refugee camp.  Tank doesn’t want to, but he may phone in a favor with the CIA.

6th:  Mystery:  Rumors abound that if Tank doesn’t get it together professionally he’s out of there.  Just like NASA, just like the CIA.  He sees a tattoo of a “V” on V4’s lower back.  V4 claims it stands for “Victor.”

8th:  Tank gets invited to a dirty limerick competition for St. Patty’s Day.

13th-17th:  Spring Break.

20th:  Tank shares his winning dirty limerick; I can’t tell you how good the Union story is at this point (I really can’t).

22nd:  As Tank continues working his CIA angle, Neeli works as a cleaning woman for a wealthy Afghan family.

27th:  Mystery:  Tank runs through all of the suspects again, this time questioning even himself.
31st:  A Tank Prank in honor of April Fool’s Day.

April
3rd:  Union.

5th:  Tank’s CIA source comes through, and Neeli befriends another girl at the refugee camp, Zarmina.

10th:  Mystery:  Circumventing V4, Tank agrees to visit with Stella.  He despairs, however, and starts brainstorming new jobs.
17th:  Union.

19th:  To Tank’s delight, Neeli tells him that she is ready to come to America.

24th:  Stella has satellite photos that out V4 as the source of Tank’s glitches.  He was in love with Valerie all along—remember that mysterious tattoo?—and wanted Tank gone so Val could come back.  And he would have gotten away with it too, were it not for . . ..

26th:  Review of School of Drama’s As You Like It.

28th:  An Arbor Day entry in honor of Tank’s mother, Lillith Fair, the Tree Sitter.

May
1st:  Tank can’t want to see Neeli, who should arrive in America today.  His enthusiasm is tempered, however, when Zarmina, Neeli’s friend, is on the plane instead.  Neeli thought Zarmina needed the help more than she did.  Tank’s admiration knows no bounds.
2nd:  Mystery:  Everything wrapped up, Tank is surprised to learn how upset he was when his job was in jeopardy.  Maybe he likes this job after all.
