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Advanced Macros for Handling Life Cycle Data
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A copy of the database used below, with all database objects completed, may be found in l:\academic\90728\guns98a.mdb. 

The table APPLICATION has Status Code, which is a slight generalization of Life Cycle Code.  Below is the corresponding decision tree with Life Cycle codes on branches and Status Codes in parentheses.  The Steelton Police check their own arrest records first to see if the applicant (who wishes to purchase a handgun), has a felony conviction.  For those that do not, the police must then login to a national computer system run by the FBI (NCIC) to see if the applicant has a felony conviction elsewhere.
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The objective, to be implemented with macros, is to automate input of status codes and life cycle records as spinoffs of other activities.  Steps will be as follows:

1. At the first node of the decision tree, we open frmApplication.  Recall that entering the Status Code control on the form triggers mcrCheckArrest.  I have extended this macro in a straightforward way for it to enter Life Cycle table records.  

2. If the search of Steelton arrest records turns up any felony convictions, then the Status Code is updated to “Refused” and we write a record to the Life Cycle table with code value “Felony: Steelton.”  If the search does not turn up any felony arrests, then the Status Code is updated to “Pending.” We write a record to the life cycle table with code “No Felony: Steelton.”  Next,  the investigator must search NCIC for pending applications.

3. To process applications for NCIC checks, we open up frmNeedsProcessing.  This form brings up only applications needing further processing,  An investigator checks NCIC and then clicks the appropriate button on frmNeedsProcessing, triggering macros in the named macro group mcrNeedsProcessing.  

4. If the NCIC search does not turn up any felony convictions, then the status code is “Approved” and the Life Cycle Code is “No Felony: NCIC.”  The other case is “Refused” and “Felony: NCIC.”  Again macros update status code and write Life Cycle table records.

5. All application records start out with the attribute Printer?, a yes/no variable, with the default value of no.  mcrPrintrptResults prints out results for applications that have a final disposition (Approved or Refused) but have not yet been printed.  The macro also sets Printed? to Yes when done printing.  The select query qryResults and the update query qryUpdatePrintedFlag do a lot of work for us here.

Suppose that we are entering a new application.  When we enter the Status Code control, we trigger mcrCheckArrest.

[image: image3.png]e
. .
AEEILATIONIEURH]
oo

T T
Applicationtk:| [Appicatinii
i |

Application Date:| [Fppicatir
T L

Person:|. [SSN =I° - addNewPerson
e e AR RIS

Status Date:| [Status Date

Gun Detals |
fiGurSubFam





[image: image4.png]Condtion Acton

I Comment

aryCheckirest')>0_ setvakie
Setvalue

Macro checks Steslton Police Department's records to see ff an
‘spplicant has any felony convictions, and then adds an appropriate
record to LIFE CYCLE table and values to APPLICATION table.

L2 1F atleast one felony convictian, set Status Cade to "Refused”

And set Status date to today (simulated)

Acton Arguments

Ttem
Expression

[Forms][frmAppication] (status Co
“Refused”





[image: image5.png]Results

Status Code Applications Application Date SN Last Name First Name
Fefusad 3 127 26EEET Wil Al
oo 19 102597 SEIHT Vills Susan

ppond ES 102697 635613 Vinton Aand




[image: image6.png]Condtion

Acton

Comment

aryCheckirest')>0_ setvakie

Settialue]

Miocro checks Steskon Polce Department’s records o 52 an
applcart has any feony convictions, and then adds an appropriate
vecord o LIFE CYCLE table and valugs to APPLICATION table.

IF st leas one felony conviton, set Staus Code to Refused

21 And set Status date to today (simlated)

Acton Arguments

Ttem [Forms][frmappication] (status Da

Expression #10/27(o7#





[image: image7.png]Control Name.

Gun Detals

and Go Application subform

Acton Arguments

0 i [= B
Coniton ] Action ] Commen =]
SPplcart s sy Felony corvitors, nd then 500 r appropriate -
+ecord o LIFE CYCLE tabe and vlues to APPLICATION tabe
DCount("ssn","qryCheckarrest’)>0 | Setvalue I at least one Felony conviction, set Status Code to "Refused”
Setvalue. And set Status date to today (simulated)
¥l GoTocontol





[image: image8.png]—[0[x]

Conditon o Commen: =
appicont o any eloy conictios, s thn adis o pprcprBte =
TecordtoLIFE CYCLE table and values to APPLICATION tabl
s, "aryCheckArrest')>0  Setvalue I at least one Felony conviction, set Status Code to "
Setvalue And set Status date to today (simulated)
GoTocortzol o plcation bt
echo 0 roeze scroen
¥ operrom nd spenFmreCyde
Acton Argumerts
Form Name fmusecyde
= Fom




[image: image9.png]& fimLifeCycle : Forn

T T T B T

 Form Header

# et
Ve [oeoomr &

- issemong W‘
ite: Gyt Code: i yW[

i Statis At [Date Stalus Allained
! s
KT !J





[image: image10.png]0 i [= B

Condiion ] cton ] Conmert =]

pplcant has any felony convictons, and then adds an appropriate |
record o LIFE CYCLE table and values to APPLICATION tabl.
DCount('ssn’,"aryCheckirrest®)>0 | Setialue If at least one felony conviction, set Status Code to "Refused”
Setvalue And s Status date to today (smulated)
GaTaContral and Go Application subform
Echo find freeze screen
OpenForm and open frifeCycle
GoToRecord and go'to a new record n frmbfeCycle
.| Setvalue #And set Applicationd in frmLifeCycle to same in frméApplication

Acton Arguments

Ttem [Forms][frmecCycle] [Applcation:
Expression [Forms]frmappication] [Applcatio




[image: image11.png]0 i [= B

Condiion ] cton ] Conmert |

applcant has any Felony convictions, and then adds an appropriate
record to LIFE CYCLE table and values to APPLICATION tabe |
DCount('sen’,"aryCheckirrest") >0 Setialue I a least ane fefony convicton, st Status Code to Refused”
Setialue Aind set Status date o today (simated)
GoToContrel 4ind Go Application subform
Echo and freeze screen
OpenForm aind open frmLifeCycle
GoToRecord 4ind go o a new record n frmLfeCycle
Setialue ind set Appicationd in FrnLfeCyce to same in frmépplication
bl Setvalue And set LifeCycleCode in frmLifeCycle to "Felony: Steskton”
Setialue ind set date infrmLifeCycl to today (simatec)

Acton Arguments

Ttem [Forms]FrmLFeCyce]i[Lfe Cyce C
Expression Felony: Steekon’





[image: image12.png]‘Condition Action | Comment
Wiacro checks Steston Poice Department’s records t e F an
applcant has any felony convictons, and then adds an appropriate
record o LIFE CYCLE table and values to APPLICATION tabl.
', aryCheckirrest”)>0 | Setialue If at least one felony conviction, set Status Code to

Setvalue And s Status date to today (smulated)

GaTaContral and Go Application subform

Echo find freeze screen

OpenForm and open frifeCycle

GoToRecord and go'to a new record n frmbfeCycle

Setvalue nd set Appication# i frnifeCycle to same in frmApplication

Setvalue ind set LieCycleCode in rmLFeCycle to Felony: Steeltor

..l Setvalue and s date in frmLeCycle to today (simulated)

Cose ind close FrnFeCycle

Echo find unfreeze screen

OpenQuery nd open ryCheckirrest only I there is atlsast one felony convicion

Acton Arguments

Ttem [Forms][frmecycle] [Date Status
Expression #10/27(o7#





[image: image13.png]‘Condition [ Action

T eomner =

ose
Echo
OpenQuery

Setvalue
Setvalue
GaTaContral
Echo
OpenForm
GoToRecord
Setvalue
Setvalue
Setvalue
Cose

Echo

ind close FrLFeCycle
find unfreeze screen
nd open ryCheckirrest only I there is atlsast one felony convicion

21 1F no Felony convictions, set Status Code to "Pending
And set Status date to today (simulated)
Go Appiication subform
nd e e d
#ind open frmLifeCycle
And 9o to a new record in frmLifeCycle
#ind set Applicationd in frmLiFeCycl to same in frmapplication
#ind set LiFeCycleCode in frmLfeCycle to "No Felony: Steekton’
#ind set date in FrmLiFeCycle to today (simulated)
And close frmLfeCycle
And unfresz screen

Acton Arguments

Ttem
Expression

[Forms][frmAppication] (status Co
"Pending’





Now to process NCIC checks, we open frmNeedsProcessing, which is based on qryNeedsProcessing.
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Finally, we need to print results.
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Open frmFormsSwitchboard





Open frmReportsSwitchboard





Run mcrOpenFrmApplication





Open FrmNeedsProcessing
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Run mcrPrintrptResults
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