Analytical Paper Assignment

Assignment:

Your task is to select a particular emotion (e.g., happiness, anger, guilt, disgust, etc.) that interests you and then discuss how that emotion affects certain kinds of cognitions, judgments, or decisions.  Your discussion should include a thorough summary of what is known about the emotion.  For example, what cognitive appraisals are correlated with the emotion?  Is it a high-arousal emotion?  Does it have a physiological profile that could influence its relation to cognitive performance?

In order to narrow the topic, you should select a particular cognition/judgment/choice domain in which you will consider the emotion’s effects.  For example, you might consider how incidental happiness affects financial investment decisions, how incidental fear affects medical treatment choices, or how incidental anger affects consumption choices (i.e., what to eat, drink, watch, etc.).  Importantly, your analysis should be very specific.  Do not state something like “anger makes you irrational.”  Rather, explain how exactly anger might alter cognitive processes involved in the judgment/choice task you’ve selected.  Does it color perceptions of probability?  Does it alter one’s sense of control?  Does it prevent thorough consideration of relevant information?  If so, how, when, and why?

In order to write this paper, you will need to read 3-5 papers about your selected emotion.  You may also want to read about a particular judgment/choice domain.  For example, if you are interested in how emotions affect medical treatment choices, you might read about how such options are presented to patients.  I will be happy to help you select appropriate readings.  

Format and style:

Submit a 5-page (typed, double-spaced) paper.  An additional cover page (not included in the 5-page count) should list a detailed outline of the contents.  (Six pages is the absolute maximum length for text.)

When citing references in your paper, use APA style.  The fundamentals of APA style are described in the attached handout.  A full explication can be found in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 4th edition.  

Three due dates:

PART I:  An Email message containing your proposed: (1) paper topic and (2) reading list is due March 14th.  The text of this proposal should be 1 paragraph long followed by a list of 3-5 references on the topic.  Feel free to Email this information PRIOR to the 14th.

PART II:  A two-page (double spaced) outline of your paper is due April 6th by the start of class, 1:30 PM.  I will create small groups of people working on similar topics and you will then present your outline to the group and receive feedback from the group.  This benefits not only the feedback recipient but also the feedback provider because it offers another model of what the assignment might look like.  (NB:  Constructing this outline requires that you have read all 3-5 articles by April 4th.  Plan your reading schedule accordingly.)

PART III:  The final paper is due April 20th by the start of class, 1:30 PM. Out of fairness to others, 2 points will be taken off for each day a paper is late.  

Preparation:

To prepare a well-written paper, I suggest reading your paper out loud to your self and/or to a roomate.  This is one of the best ways to identify writing problems (e.g., incomplete sentences or ideas that do not follow the organizational thread).  

Grading:

The paper will count for 30 points.  I will use the following evaluative criteria.

5 points….Outline

· Does the outline demonstrate a carefully planned analysis of the topic?

· Does the outline follow the recommended hour-glass approach or some other logical organization scheme?

15 points…Explication of research findings and application to cognition
· Does the paper intelligently describe and discuss relevant research findings about the chosen emotion?

· Is the central thesis supported by relevant scholarly theories and data?

· Does the paper intelligently discuss how the selected topic relates to broader debates in the emotion/cognition literature?

· Does the paper intelligently describe and discuss how the chosen phenomenon might play out in real world settings?

5 points…..Creativity

· Does the paper suggest a novel relationship between emotion and cognition – one that has not previously been discussed in course readings?  Alternatively, does the paper creatively extend a phenomenon that has been discussed in readings?

· Does the paper integrate and/or contrast different points of view in an insightful, creative way?  

5 points….
Format and style
· Does the paper make appropriate use of APA style for citation within text?

· Does the paper include a useful, APA style reference list?

· Are the ideas expressed clearly with complete and well-written sentences?

· Are the sentences written in the students own words, demonstrating a clear understanding of the ideas rather than simply restating others’ conclusions?

Professor Lerner

page 1 of 1
Reason, Passion, and Cognition 

Spring, 2000

