Nineteenth Century Literary and Cultural Studies: The Condition of England Question
76-334/734, Fall 2005: MWF, 2:30 to 3:20 PM

Baker Hall, Room 235B

Instructor: Dr. Michael Rectenwald
English Department

Email: mdr2@andrew.cmu.edu; mdr2@cs.cmu.edu
Web Page: http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/mdr2/
Office: 115 OSC 
Phone:  412-268-8375
Course Resources Page (for all online readings, syllabus, assignments, writing resources, etc.): http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/course/76-334-734/
(Or, go to http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/mdr2/classresources.html and click on your course).
Office Hours: by appointment 

76-334/734 LIST OF TEXTS

From Bookstore

Primary Readings
Carlyle, Thomas, A Carlyle Reader, G. B. Tennyson, ed. (Acton, Mass.: Copley Publishing, 

1997).

Dickens, Charles, Hard Times (New York: Bantam, 2004); 1854.

Disraeli, Benjamin, Sybil, Or the Two Nations (Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 

1998); 1845.

Engels, Friedrich The Condition of the Working Class in England (London and New York: 

Penguin Books, 1987); 1844.
Gaskell, Elizabeth, Mary Barton: A Tale of Manchester Life (New York: Penguin Books, 1996); 

1848.

Marx, Karl, The Communist Manifesto: A Norton Critical Edition (New York and London: W. 
W. Norton & Company, 1988); 1848.
O’Gorman, Francis, ed., Victorian Poetry: An Annotated Anthology (Oxford: Blackwell 
 
Publishing, 2004).
Handouts or Online Versions

Primary Texts
Carlyle, Thomas, Chartism (1839).
Cobbett, William, A History of the Protestant Reformation in England and Ireland (selections).
Cobbett, William, Rural Rides (1830) (selections). 
Hodgskin, Thomas, Labour Defended against the Claims of Capital (1825).
Shuttleworth, James Phillip Kay, The Moral and Physical Condition of the Working Classes  
Employed in the Cotton Manufacture in Manchester (London: Frank Cass and Company, 1970); 1832.
Secondary Texts (selections)
Abrams, M. H., et al, eds., The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume 2, 4th edition 


(New York, London: W.W. Norton & Co., 1979).

*Foucault, Michel, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (New York: Pantheon Books, 

1977).
Levin, Michael, The Condition Of England Question: Carlyle, Mill, Engels (New York: St. 

Martin's Press, 1998).

*Poovey, Mary, Making a Social Body: British Cultural Formation, 1830-1864 (Chicago: 
 
University Of Chicago Press, 1995).
Thompson, Dorothy, The Chartists: Popular Politics in the Industrial Revolution (New York: 

Pantheon Books, 1984).
Ulrich, John McAllister, Signs Of Their Times: History, Labor, and the Body in Cobbett, 

Carlyle, and Disraeli (Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press, 2002).
*Graduate students (only) will need to buy these books marked with an asterisk; undergraduate students can purchase these books and read the graduate assignments if they so desire. Copies are available on Amazon.com and at Barnes and Noble.com. The later edition of Discipline and Punish is fine.
Course Goals: 

By the end of the course, with due diligence on your part and guidance from me, you should:

1. gain understanding of some of the major cultural, social and intellectual issues of importance to nineteenth-century Britains, especially “the Condition of England Question”; 

2. become acquainted with the some important nineteenth-century works, including essays, fiction and poetry;

3. gain particular working familiarity with a group of primary and secondary texts; 

4. appreciate the connections of “literary” forms to social and historical contexts and begin to relate such texts and contexts in your own writing; 

5. attain working familiarity with some of the critical and historical attention given to an issue, a set of issues, a text, or a group of texts;

6. to practice responding to literature and culture through analytical and argumentative prose.

76-236 Course Description: 

This course focuses on the “Condition of England Question” (hereafter “the QEC”)—the discourse surrounding the great social, economic and political upheavals following the Napoleonic wars and before the halcyon days of mid-Victorianism. We will explore the set of issues represented by this complex phrase, from various social locations and socio-political positions. William Cobbett, Thomas Hodgskin, Thomas Carlyle, Friedrich Engels, Karl Marx, John Stuart Mill, Benjamin Disraeli and Charles Dickens are among the authors whose works we will examine. We will also read poetry, including that by Alfred Lord Tennyson, Elizabeth and Robert Browning, James Thomson, B.V., and others.
Overview and Major Assignments

The course employs essays, fiction, poetry, and film to develop students’ critical reading and writing practices in connection with nineteenth-century literature and culture.  The major assignments are as follows:

1.  A short paper (4-6 pages) analyzing a text or set of texts, due at mid-term

2.  A longer paper (12-15 pages) that explores an issue or set of issues within (or through) a cultural text or group of texts.

3. Weekly contributions to the Blackboard.

Course Policies

Attendance:  Since this is a small discussion class, attendance is mandatory.  With the exception of absences due to illness, which will be addressed individually, each student is allowed three unexcused absences without penalty. After three unexcused absences, a student’s grade will be lowered one letter grade for every two classes you've missed over three. For example, if your grade for the course is a B and you have five unexcused absences, I will lower your grade to a C. Excused absences are granted on an individual basis for illnesses and other exigencies. “Excused” means that you have notified me in advance of the class that you cannot attend, and I have excused you in advance. Simply emailing me at class time or after does not count. I will not excuse such absences after the fact, without a doctor’s or dean’s excuse. 

Assignments: Assignments are due on the days that they are due, at class time. Exceptions are granted for extraordinary circumstances only, and must be cleared in advance. Essay assignments are docked a letter grade for each class day that they are late. 

Grading:  Percentages break down as follows: 

Short mid-term paper: 200 possible points (20%); 

In-Class Participation: 100 possible points (10%); 
*On-Line Blackboard (hereafter ‘BB’):  20 points each--300 possible points (30%);
Final paper: 400 possible points (30%): 

Total points possible: 1000. 

* When you see a “(BB)” next to a discussion that means you also must make an online contribution to the Blackboard in the Discussion Board area by the end of the week, for which you will be graded on a points system. Topics are provided and students can start sub-threads related to the topics and add more than one post. When you see an (or BB) that means you have a choice of topics for that week. Students are encouraged to be creative and resourceful in their posts and to communicate with the class as their audience. While I encourage you to express your opinions, I expect that you will do so in a manner that respects your fellow classmates. 
Communications:  Email is the best way to reach me. You can reach me via e-mail at mdr2@andrew.cmu.edu, mdr2@cs.cmu.edu. You may also try to reach me by phone at 8-8375, or at my office at 115 OSC. 

Daily Schedule:

August
Week 1

M29 Introduction to the course, readings, assignments, etc. Assignment: read “Introduction” to Victorian period from the Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. 2 (handout). 

W31 Lecture on 19th century: cultural, social and political. Introduce the QEC. Discuss reading, questions. Assignment: read Raymond Williams from Culture and Society, Intro. and chapter 1 (handout).
September

F2 Lecture and discuss Williams; compare Williams’s characterization of the period with the Norton selection (BB). Assignment: Carlyle, “Signs of the Times” (in Carlyle Reader—hereafter “CR”).
Week 2

M5 Labor Day, No Classes
W7 Discuss Carlyle. Assignment: Read Ulrich, Intro., Signs of Their Times (handout) 
F9  Discuss Ulrich. Read Carlyle, “Characteristics” in CR.
Week 3

M12 Discuss “Characteristics.” Read Michael Levin, The Condition of England Question, intro. and chapter one (handout).
W14 Discuss Levin. Assignment: Read Hodgskin, Labour Defended (hereafter LD—online, i.e., linked from course website)

F16 Discuss Hodgskin (BB). Assignment: Read Cobbett, History of Protestant Reformation in England and Ireland (hereafter HPR) (selections) and Ulrich, chapter 1. 
Week 4

M19 Discuss HPR and Ulrich’s reading of it (BB); discuss Cobbett in connection with Hodgskin (or BB). Assignment: Read Cobbett, Rural Rides (hereafter RR, selections online).

Assignment: Read Shuttleworth, The Moral and Physical Condition of the Working Classes (hereafter MPC), pp. 1-45. Graduate students: Read Poovey, Making a Social Body (hereafter MSB) intro.
W21 Discuss Shuttleworth. Assignment: Read Shuttleworth to end. Grad. Students read MSB, chapter 3.
F 23 Discuss Shuttleworth and Shuttleworth in connection with other authors (or BB). Grad. Students offer insights from MSB. Assignment, Read Carlyle, “Chartism,” chapters 1-2 and Thompson, The Chartist Movement, intro. and chapter 1 (handouts).
Week 5

M26 Discuss “Chartism.” Assignment: Read Carlyle, “Chartism,” chapters 2-6, (handout). 
W28 Discuss Carlyle. Assignment: Read Carlyle, “Chartism,” chapters 7, 9 and 10 and Thompson, The Chartists, intro. and chapter 1. 
F30 Discuss “Chartism” (BB). Read Engels, Condition of Working Class in England (CWC), forward, prefaces, and Engel’s introduction (pp 7-64). (or BB: Write a short statement --2-3 paragraphs--in which you sketch the differences between Carlyle’s and Thompson’s characterizations of Chartism).
October

Week 6

M3 Discuss CWC. Assignment: Read: Engels, CWC, pp. 65-110.
W5 Discuss CWC. Assignment: Read: Engels, CWC, pp. 111-126. (BB: Write a short statement comparing and contrasting Engels’s and Carlyle’s view of the QEC).
F7 Discuss Engels, CWC and Engels in connection with Carlyle (or BB). Assignment: Read Engels, CWC, pp. 127-158 (“Results”) and pp. 275-292 (“Attitude of Bourgeoisie towards the Proletariat”). Hand out and discuss mid-term paper assignment.
Week 7
M10 Discuss Engels, CWC. Assignment: Read Raymond Williams, Culture and Society (C&S), part of Chapter 5 given in handout. Start Disraeli’s Sybil, Book 1. 

W12 Discuss Williams and Sybil. Assignment: finish reading Sybil, Book 1. 

F14 Discuss Sybil (BB: make a short statement characterizing what Disraeli means by “the two nations,” while also comparing his usage to similar uses by other authors we’ve read.). Assignment: read Sybil, Books 2-4. 

Week 8
M17 Discuss Sybil. Read Sybil, Book 5-to end.
W19 Discuss and wrap up Sybil (BB). Assignment: read Marx, The Communist Manifesto (CM), Historical Background (through page 39). Mid-term papers due.
F21 Mid-Semester Break: no classes. 
Week 9
M24 Discuss background to CM. Assignment: Read Marx, CM, prefaces and part 1 (to page 66).
W26 Discuss Marx, CM. Discuss CM in connection with Carlyle and Disraeli (“Young England”), etc. Assignment: Read CM to end (67-86).

F28 Discuss Marx, CM (BB). Assignment: Read Elizabeth Gaskell, Mary Barton (MB) to page 112.

Week 10
M31 Discuss MB. Assignment: Read MB to page 201. 

November

W2 Discuss MB. Assignment: Read MB to page 201-252.
F4 Discuss MB (BB). Assignment: read MB 253-334.

Week 11
M7 Discuss MB. Assignment: Read MB to end. 
W9 Discuss MB. Introduce poetry segment. Assignment: Read selected poetry. Write one page discussion of Gaskell’s solution in connection with other that of other authors.
F11 Discuss poetry (BB). Assignment: Read selected poetry. Graduate students: Read selected readings from Foucault, Discipline and Punish.
Week 12
M14 Discuss poetry. Assignment: Read selected poetry.
W16 Discuss selected poetry. Assignment: Read selected poetry.
F18 Discuss selected poetry (BB; Grad students may discuss Foucault). Assignment: Read Hard Times (HT) to end of Book the First.
Week 13
M21 Discuss HT (BB). Assignment: Read HT to end of Book the Second. Hand out Final Paper Assignment.
W23 Thanksgiving Break: No classes
F25 Thanksgiving Break: No classes (Something to be thankful for: 20 free points!)
Week 14

M28 Discuss HT. Assignment: Read HT to end. Assignment: Read Thompson, B.V. “City of Dreadful Night” (selections)
W30 Discuss “City.” Assignment: Read “City” (selections).
December

F2 Discuss “City” (BB) Assignment: Read “City” (selections).
Week 15
M5 Wrap up “City.” Time allotted for student evaluation of faculty online. Assignment: Prepare Presentations.
W7 Student presentations. Time allotted for student evaluation of faculty online.
F9 Student presentations. Wrap up course.
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