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4) SUBJECT: I am interested in exploring the topic of adaptable housing in a waterfront or 
underwater environment.  Using the basis of sustainability, I am looking to examine how 
humans can begin to inhabit the underwater realm.  It is important for this project to maintain 
the conditions of inhabited environments and leave as little of an impact on the existing land 
and other species’ habitats.  To do so, I plan on looking at how certain aqueous animals 
have created their own natural dwellings.  I am therefore looking at how the underwater 
house can begin to adopt natural properties that animals such as shellfish utilize in order to 
survive in their biological settings.  This puts focus more on the adaptability of the design 
than on the systematic or technical aspects of being underwater. 
 
5) THESIS: With the rise of water levels, an adaptive, underwater housing prototype will 
introduce the realm of underwater living as a possible site for future housing construction. 
 
6) METHODS: Precedent research will be essential in developing design ideas and defining 
a basis for prototyping an underwater building.  In addition to library and online research, I 
think it would be beneficial to visit aquariums.  From this I can get a clearer understanding of 
how aqueous animals interact in their environments and with one another.  I can also look at 
the aquarium as a building—where it is located site wise and how that may affect/is defined 
by its aqueous inhabitants’ needs. 
 
7) PRECEDENTS: In my preliminary research, I have found some case studies that can 
serve as precedents to my thesis project.  Among these include Ithaa Undersea Restaurant 
in the Maldives and Lloyd Godson’s prototype BioSUB.  These are actual underwater 
projects, but I will also look at waterfront projects that are prominent here in Copenhagen as 
well as in other European harbor cities like Amsterdam.  From these projects, I can see how 
these buildings address the water while providing stable, interactive environments for its 
occupants. 
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