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Project 2: LIBRARY ANALYSIS
MINDSET:  The single most important source, and tool, for learning about
architecture, is architecture.  Building on your studies of iconic houses in 
48-121 “Analog Media,” as well as our field trips, we will now analyze LIBRARIES
with the goal of applying lessons in Proj.3, an addition that transforms Hunt
Library.  Through research and personal investigation of libraries we seek to
expose underlying orders, systems, compositions, constructions, and constraints,
and how these relate to the experiences we have.  By communicating these
through abstract, analytical, and interpretative diagrams, we get at the architectural
intent, concept, and principles used by the architect, and understand how
architecture can express ideas, manipulate function, and create experiences at
many levels.  You should work to understand the library, and especially the
“academic library” as a “building type” with certain common denominators and
underlying assumptions (that can at times be challenged).  We will also study Hunt
Library as a “site” for Proj.3, with specific dimensions, solar orientations, histories,
contexts, user groups, and associations. This is an architecture project.

Assignment #1: Poster (Due. Wed. Mar. 4, 1:30pm): 
1) READ excerpts from Pevsner’s The History of Building Types (1976), and

the intro and conclusion of Webb, Building Libraries for the 21st Century (2004) to
begin to understand the “building type,” and questions about the future of libraries. 

2) LIBRARIES ASSIGNED: Each student has been pre-assigned an important
modern library on which to do focused research. If you are unable to find enough
sources on your library, contact the coordinator immediately to switch libraries. 

3) RESEARCH: Gather as much documentary evidence about your building
as possible, especially any other analysis work that has been done on your
library.  Most valuable are detailed plans & building sections, design process
sketches, structural diagrams and drawings, and other drawings that reveal
space & structure.  If necessary, get help from Martin Aurand.  All students must:
  - Check the 48-105 Library research guide: http://guides.library.cmu.edu/48-105
  - Follow instructions at http://guides.library.cmu.edu/buildings_architects
  - Access Avery Index for recent professional architecture journal articles
  - Use Interlibrary Loan to order all articles not found at CMU (incl. non-English)
  - Look for books / monographs on your architect, city, or libraries
  - Do web searches for images, plans, text, etc.  Search by name of library,
architect, city, etc.  Don’t forget to look for non-English sources:  try the word
bibliothèque (French); Bibliothek (German); biblioteca (Spanish/Italian), etc.
(“Librarie” or “Libreria” often means book shop). Don’t forget the firm’s website for
general philosophy or approach, as well as a bibliography of news and sources.
  - Try emailing or calling the firm, or the library, for extra documents!! 

4) POSTER: Compose a landscape-oriented 11x17 color poster that
documents your library through photos, drawings, plans, sections, sketches and
diagrams by others.  Carefully compose ALL the necessary views and drawings on
one page (provide LOTS of information).  Also provide basic ID info (your name,
library name, place, architect, dates, etc.), and a bibliography of 2-4 best sources
of info where you gathered material (website, journals, or books). 

5) VISIT: Visit as many libraries as you can, this week, and over spring break.
Visit (at least) two local Pittsburgh libraries (see attached list, divide them up by
studio, a close one, and a far one), as well as all three CMU libraries.  Take
graphic/visual notes on the specifics of each library, how they work, how they are
set up, how they use light and technology, how they accommodate people and
store data.  Think about what they all have in common. 
Bring hardcopy & upload pdf file of both pages to the archpcserver, in the folder: 
         \\archpcserver\Studios\S15_48-105\07 Proj.2 Library Poster
Please be sure to use the file name:  48105_S15_lastname_Proj.2_Library_Poster
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