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Preface

Motivation to assemble the variegated roles of carbon dioxide in our lives and surroundings was a personal quest to come to terms with one of today’s hot issues, pardon the pun, global warming.  Over the past several years I have read what seems like countless scientific articles and media opinion pieces on global warming and human influence on climate.  Arguments from opposing sides could each seem equally convincing, which proved frustrating.  I decided to educate myself further and found the topic and the paths down which my pursuit led me to be more and more fascinating.  Yet I was not overcome with any obvious decision as to what the future of climate change would likely bring us.  Mostly to put my thoughts in order and to try to complete my understanding of many related natural and human-generated phenomena, I have authored the book and titled it in as an unencumbered way as possible, “Carbon Dioxide”.  My objective is to allow each reader to recognize how complex the entire issue is, how many different and unexpected ways carbon dioxide affects us, how we measure these effects, and how various are the degrees of certainty or uncertainty in what is currently understood.  I have assiduously eschewed what catalyzed my interest, human influence on the global warming phenomenon, hoping each reader will reach his or her own conclusion from an unbiased presentation, a worthy goal I think – one that spites the observation of a famous author

“There is something fascinating about science.  One gets such wholesale returns of conjecture out of such a trifling investment of fact.”

MARK TWAIN

Every effort has been made to keep this book lean so as to encourage its reading

“Study the past if you would define the future.”

CONFUCIUS
Preface  12/30/03

