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Robert P. Strauss 
 

Curriculum Vitae 

December 30, 2017 

 

Address: 

 

H. John Heinz III School of Public    2307 Country Place Court  

   Policy and Management     Export, Pennsylvania 15632   

Carnegie-Mellon University      (724) 325-2447    

Pittsburgh, PA 15213     

(412) 268-4798 [Campus]   

(412-303-1854  [Cell] 

 

E-Mail Address: RPStrauss@GMail.com 

Home Page: http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/ rs9f    

 

Marital Status:      Married to Celeste Gabrielle Meade   

   

Children:       Sarah Elizabeth   

 David Anthony   

 Elena Nicole   

Education:  

 

Ph.D., Economics, January, 1970, University of Wisconsin 

           Areas: Public Finance and Human Resources.  

 

B.A., Economics, [Distinction and Honors] April, 1966, University of Michigan,  

          LS&A Honors College; Junior year, 1964-5 at London School of Economics. 

 

Employment, Professional and Public Service:  

 

Academic Appointments: 

 

Visiting Professor of Economics, Spring 2014; Washington University, St. Louis 

 

Visiting Senior Scholar, The Tax Foundation, Spring 2012-7. 

 

David C. Lincoln Fellow, Lincoln Land Institute, 2006-7. 

 

Visiting Professor of Economics and Public Policy, University of Rochester, 1992-3, 1993-4. 

Senior Research Associate, Rochester Center for Economic Research, 1994-. 

 

Professor of Economics and Public Policy, The H. John Heinz III School of Public Policy and 

Management, Carnegie-Mellon University, 1979-. 

 

Associate Professor of Economics, University of North Carolina, 1973-1979;  
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Adjunct Faculty, Bush Institute for Child and Family Policy, University of North Carolina, 1975-9. 

 

Assistant Professor of Economics, University of North Carolina, 1969-1973. 

 

Research Fellow, Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin, 1968-9.  

 

Academic Administrative Appointments:  

   

Director, Center for Public Financial Management, School of Urban and Public Affairs, Carnegie-

Mellon University, 1984-92. 

 

Associate Dean, School of Urban and Public Affairs, Carnegie Mellon University, 1981-1983. 

 

Professional, Public Service and Civic Activities:  

 

SAS Market Research Panel, October, 2017.-- 

 

Participant, 2016 Leadership Transition Project, National Academy of Public Administration, 

March, 2016--January, 2017.  

 

Expert Consultant, Alliance for Main Street Fairness, Spring-Summer, 2011.  

 

Consultant, Government Development Bank for Puerto Rico, September, 2010-December, 2010. 

 

Member, Panel on Census Bureau’s Governments Division Statistics for the National Academies’ 

National Committee on Statistics,  January, 2006-August, 2007. 

 

Advisory Board Member, New Mexico Tax Policy Forum, April 2004--. 

 

School Finance Panel Member, Institute for Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education,  

2004, 2005. 

 

Informal advisor on tax and intergovernmental finance issues, Office of the Majority Leader, 

United States Senate, 2003-2006. 

 

Informal advisor on regional tax and budgetary issues, Pennsylvania General Assembly and 

Pittsburgh City Council, 2003-2004. 

 

Member, Technical Advisory Panel, New York State Education Department, 2001-3. 

 

Member, Steering Committee, National Tax Association Project on Taxation of Electronic 

Commerce, 1998-9. 

 

Member, Board of Directors, National Tax Association, 1996-8. 

 

Consultant, Ministry of Finance, Kazakhstan, 1996. 

 

Member, Advisory Panel, State Tax Notes, 1993--. 
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Member, Advisory Committee, Pennsylvania General Assembly, Joint State Government 

Commission, Committee on Government Efficiency, 1991-2.  

 

Advisory Committee Member, Center for the Study of the States, Nelson Rockefeller Institute of 

Public Affairs, State University of New York at Albany, 1990-6. 

  

Member, Revenue Estimating Advisory Committee, Joint Committee on Taxation, U.S. Congress, 

1989-95. 

                                    

Member, Pennsylvania Local Tax Reform Commission, 1987. 

 

Principal Researcher, Washington State Department of Revenue Study of Alternative Tax 

Structures, 1986-7. 

 

Member, 1985 Pennsylvania Business Council Committee on Long-Run Prospects for the 

Pennsylvania Economy, 1985. 

 

Member, IRS Statistics of Income Advisory Panel, 1985--. 

 

Member, Expert Review Panel, U.S. Treasury Department Study of American Federal System, 

1984-5. 

 

Principal Advisor to the Chairmen of the House and Senate Finance Committees, West Virginia 

Legislature, 1984-5. 

 

Director of Research, Pennsylvania Tax Commission, 1979-1981. 

 

Economist, Joint Committee on Taxation, U.S. Congress, 1975-1978. 

 

Assistant to the Deputy Secretary, U.S. Treasury, 1971-1972. 

 

Brookings Economic Policy Fellow, Assistant to the Assistant Secretary for Economic Policy, U.S. 

Treasury, 1970-1971. 

 

Awards:  

 

Albert Nelson Award for Lifetime Achievement, Marquis Publications, April, 2017 

 

Fellow, National Academy of Public Administration, December, 2015. 

 

United States Tennis Association League, Local Mixed Doubles Champion, Allegheny Mountains 

Division, Summer, 2015, 2017. 

 

Steven D. Gold Award, Association for Public Policy and Management, National Conference of 

State Legislatures, and the National Tax Association, November, 2005 

 

Inductee, Cleveland Heights High School Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame, April 2004. 
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Georgescu-Roegen Award (with George R.G. Clarke) for Best Paper in the Southern Economic 

Journal  in 1997/8 from the Southern Economic Association., May 1998 

 

Distinguished Service Award, Pittsburgh Chapter of Tax Executives Institute, June, 1987. 

 

Exceptional Service Award (Gold Medal), U.S. Treasury: for the design of the General Revenue 

Sharing legislation, June, 1972. 

 

Presidential Pens 

 

1972, President Richard M. Nixon 

1976, President Gerald R. Ford 

 

Professional Affiliations:  

 

American Economic Association,  

American Educational Finance Association,  

Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management,  

Econometric Society,  

National Tax Association, 

Public Choice Society,  and 

Southern Economic Association. 

 

Member, Cosmos Club 

 

Biographical Listings (various):  

   

  Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award 

  American Men and Women of Science: Social and Behavioral Sciences     

  Who's Who in the World    

  Who's Who in America    

  Who's Who in the East     

  Who's Who in Finance and Industry  

  Who's Who in American Education     

  Who’s Who among America’s Teachers 

 

University Activities: 

 

Member, Faculty Affairs Committee, 2005-6, 2007-8. 

 

Member, Faculty Senate Committee on the University Budget: 1998-2001. 

 

Member, Faculty Review Committee: 1987-9; 1996-2001; 

 

Secretary of the CMU Faculty, 1991-2. 

 

Vice Chair, Faculty Senate Committee on the University Budget: 1991-2. 
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Member, Presidential Search Committee: 1989-90. 

 

Member, Faculty Senate Committee on the University Budget: 1989-92. 

 

Chairman, Faculty Senate Computing Advisory Committee: 1988-92. 

 

Member, University Computer Policy Advisory Committee: 1983-7. 

 

Member, Faculty Senate Ad Hoc Committee on Creation of School of Computer Science: 1988-9.    

 

Heinz School Activities:   

 

Faculty Chair, Curriculum Review Committee, Masters of Science in Educational Leadership, 

2004-6 

 

Faculty Chair, Masters of Science in Education Technology and Educational Leadership, 2004-6 

 

Faculty Chair, Masters of Science in Education Technology Management, 2001-3; 

 

Member, Masters Committee: 1985-7, 1990-1, 1995-6, 2000-2009. 

 

Member Ph.D. Committee: 1986-9, 1994-5. 

 

Doctoral Dissertation Supervision:  

 

Committee Member, Wenbo Wu, Studies on the evolution of governance and economy: an 

empirical approach , unpublished doctoral dissertation, Heinz School, Carnegie-Mellon University, 

April, 1999; Assistant Professor of Public Policy, National University of Singapore. 

 

Committee Chair, Mary Thomas Keim, An Empirical Study of the Financial Condition of Private 

Colleges and Universities and the Propensity to Ensure Debt, unpublished doctoral dissertation, 

Heinz School, Carnegie-Mellon University, February, 1998; Tyler Teaching Fellow, Robert H. 

Smith School of Business, University of Maryland. 

                     

Committee Chair, Cindy Bryce, Alternative Approaches to Estimating the Efficiency of Health 

Maintenance Organizations , April, 1996, unpublished doctoral dissertation, Heinz School, 

Carnegie-Mellon University. Associate Professor, Health Policy and Management, Associate Dean 

for Student Affairs, School of Public Health, University of Pittsburgh. 

 

Committee Member, George R. G. Clarke, Redistribution and Family Formation: Theory and 

Evidence on Individual and Collective Decision  Making , unpublished doctoral dissertation, 

University of Rochester, October, 1996; 1997 Outstanding  Dissertation Award, National Tax 

Association-Tax Institute of America; Associate Professor of Economics, Texas A & M 

International University 

 

Committee Member, Thomas J. Nechyba, Fiscal Federalism and Local Public Finance: A General 

Equilibrium Approach with Voting, unpublished dissertation, University of Rochester, April, 1994; 
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Outstanding Dissertation Award, Association of Public Policy and Management; Second Place in 

1994 Dissertation Competition of National Tax Association. Professor of Economics (former 

Economics Department Chair), Duke University. 

 

Committee Member, Hideo Konishi, Essays in Positive Public Economics: City Formation, Local 

Public Goods, and Tax Reform, unpublished dissertation, University of Rochester, April, 1994;  

Professor of Economics and Economics Department Chair, Boston College. 

 

Committee Member, Miguel Gouveia, Essays on Income Taxation , unpublished dissertation, 

Department of Economics, University of Rochester, September, 1991; Honorable Mention, 1992 

Dissertation Competition from the National Tax Association-Tax Institute of America; Associate 

Professor of Economics and Associate Dean for Accreditation, College of Economics and 

Business; Catholic University of Portugal. 

 

Committee Member, Holly Johnston, Empirical Studies in Management Accounting: Three Essays 

on the U.S. Airline Industry 1981-1985, unpublished dissertation, School of Urban and Public 

Affairs, Carnegie-Mellon University, October, 1990; 1991 Outstanding Dissertation Award in 

Management Accounting, American Accounting Association; Assistant Professor of Accounting, 

University of Massachusetts, Boston.  

 

Chair, Prodipto Ghosh, Simulating “Greenhouse Gases” Emissions Due to Energy Use by a 

Computable General Equilibrium Model of a National Economy , unpublished dissertation, School 

of Urban and Public Affairs, Carnegie-Mellon University, June, 1990; Retired, former Secretary of 

the Interior and the Environment, India. Distinguished Fellow at The Energy & Resources Institute 

(TERI), New Delhi. His concurrent positions include: Member of the Prime Minister's Council on 

Climate Change; Member of the National Expert Committee on Climate Change, and Scientific 

Consultant in the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Govt. of India. He is also a 

Member of the Independent South Asia Commission on Poverty Alleviation (ISACPA). He is also 

Chair of the Task Force on Climate Change of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 

and Industry (FICCI). 

 

Chair, Jin K. Hyun, Tax Policies, Capital-Use Decisions, and Economic Depreciation: A 

Theoretical and Empirical Analysis, unpublished dissertation, School of Urban and Public Affairs, 

Carnegie-Mellon University, October, 1989; Professor of Economics, Ajou University. 

 

Chair, Daeng M. Nazier, Limiting the Regressivity and Maintaining the Revenues of Consumption-

Based Taxes: A Mathematical Programming Approach, unpublished dissertation, School of Urban 

and Public Affairs, Carnegie-Mellon University, September, 1989; Honorable Mention, 1990 

Dissertation Competition from the National Tax Association-Tax Institute of America; Principle 

Director at The Audit Board of Indonesia. 

  

Committee Member, Sheila Lin, Revenue and Equity in Income Taxation , Department of 

Economics, University of Rochester, September, 1989; published as   Revenue and Equity in 

Income Taxation .  Taiwan: Institute of Economics, Academica Sinica, Monograph Series, Number 

44, September, 1989, Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Economics, Academica Sinica. 
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Chair, Beverly S. Bunch, State Capital Spending and Debt Practices, unpublished dissertation, 

School of Urban and Public Affairs, Carnegie-Mellon University, October, 1988;  Professor of 

Public Policy, University of Illinois-Springfield. 

 

Chair, Serge Nadeau, A Theoretical and Empirical Model of the Real and Financial Decisions of 

the Firm: Effects of Tax Integration and Other Tax Policies, unpublished dissertation, School of 

Urban and Public Affairs, Carnegie-Mellon University, August, 1986; 1987 Outstanding 

Dissertation Award, National Tax Association-Tax Institute of America; Associate Vice-President 

for Planning, Office of the Vice President and Provost, University of Ottawa. 

 

Chair, Francis W. Horvath, Jr., An Economic Analysis of Migration in  the United States: Repeat 

Movements and Families , unpublished dissertation, Economics Department, University of North 

Carolina, 1980; Research Economist, Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor. 

 

Chair, Ronald S. Warren, Jr., Aggregate Wage Dynamics and Labor Market Disequilibrium: An 

Errors in Variables Approach, unpublished dissertation, Economics Department, University of 

North Carolina, 1976; Professor of Economics, University of Georgia. 

Recent Public Policy/ E-Government Technology Projects 

A Research Guide to Marcellus/Utica Shale Searchable Electronic Bibliography 
http://rpstrauss.pairserver.com/marcellusshale/sourcesbycategory.html (October, 2012) 

Property Tax Estimator for Allegheny County, Pennsylvania               

www.propertytaxestimator.net (August, 2012) 

 

RODAS: Road Damage Assessment System (Pothole Tracking through crowd sourcing) 

www.rodasproject.org (March, 2010) 

 

Pennsylvania Student and Teacher Test Score Web Site: Compare any building subgroup  test 

scores in the state over time, view how each building does over time. Examine teacher preparation 

test scores and placement results by Pennsylvania Teacher Preparation Program: 

www.paeducationquality.net  (2008) 
 

Litigation Support  

Expert Witness, 1998-2001. Annenberg vs. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, et al, C.C.P. Mont. 

County, No. 98-08615; Pennsylvania Supreme Court, Misc. Docket 1997, Nos. 003 and 004, 

Sprague & Sprague, Philadelphia, Pa.  

Expert, 2001, Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corporation and BWTDirect, LLC, v. George E. 

Pataki, Governor of State of New York, Covington & Burling, New York, New York.  

 

Research Funding:  

 

The Eden-Hall Foundation, 2017-8, General Research Support 

 

http://rpstrauss.pairserver.com/marcellusshale/sourcesbycategory.html
http://www.propertytaxestimator.net/
http://www.rodasproject.org/
http://www.paeducationquality.net/
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Pennsylvania Boroughs Association, General Research Support, 2015-2018. 

 

PNC Foundation, General Research Support, 2015-2016. 

 

Pennsylvania Boroughs Association, General Research Support, 2015-16. 

 

Eden Hall Foundation, 2015-16. 

 

Pennsylvania Business Council, Pennsylvania State Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 

Allegheny Conference on Community Development, and Greater Philadelphia Chamber of 

Commerce, A Study of Career and Technical School Agreements with Supporting School Districts, 

2014-15. 

 

Eden Hall Foundation: to analyze student safety issues in the Pittsburgh Public School, 2014. 

 

Eden Hall Foundation: to  measure the readability of the US federal tax system over time, 2013-

2015. 

 

Eden Hall Foundation: to support the continued study of the impact of Marcellus Shale exploration 

on Pennsylvania’s public roads, 2012-2013. 

 

Chrostwaite Foundation/Pennsylvania Boroughs Association, Development of Electronic 

Bibliography of Papers, Books, Reports and Studies of Impact of Marcellus and Utica Shale 

Exploration on Housing, Transportation, and Social Issues, 2012-2013. 

 

RK Mellon Foundation, PNC Charitable Trust, 2012-2013, Independent Evaluation of Allegheny 

County 2013 Assessment and development of www.propertytaxcalculator.net/pa/new_estimate.php  

 

Eden Hall Foundation: to support a subscription by Hunt Library to Lexus Nexus: State Capitol 

electronic reference system, 2011-2012. 

 

Chrostwaite Foundation: to support a student project dealing with technology and road issues in 

Pennsylvania, academic year 2010-2011. 

 

Pennsylvania Business Council: to support a summer internship about technology and 

transportation issues, Summer, 2010;  

 

Eden Hall Foundation: to support a subscription by Hunt Library to Commerce Clearing House’s 

Omnitax electronic reference system 2010-2011, Summer, 2010. 

 

Eden Hall Foundation: to study the effects of casino gambling on small games of chance in South 

West Pennsylvania, Spring, 2008. 

 

William Penn Foundation: to study the effects of teacher quality reforms in Pennsylvania, 2006-9. 

Howard Heinz Endowments: to study the effects of teacher quality reforms in Pennsylvania, 2005-

9. 

 

http://www.propertytaxcalculator.net/pa/new_estimate.php
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Pittsburgh Board of Education: to study internal and external assessments in the School District, 

September 2005-December, 2007. 

 

Pittsburgh Board of Education: to study the real estate assessments of the City and School District, 

September 2005-December, 2009. 

 

Heinz Endowments: interim   to plan a major evaluation of teacher preparation for the 

Pennsylvania State Board of Education, 2005-6.  

 

The Fannie Mae Foundation: to study the fairness of real estate assessments in four urban counties: 

2003-4 

 

US Department of Labor: to study the efficiency and distributional effects of living wage 

legislation, 2002-5. 

 

The Pittsburgh Foundation: to study the market for substitute teachers in Pennsylvania, 2002-3. 

 

Milken Family Foundation: to study the market for school administrators in Pennsylvania, 2000-2. 

 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development: to study the income  distribution of central 

city migrants in the 1990's, 1998-0; 2000-2004. 

 

The Walker Foundation: to support research on the effects of government programs on the 

demographic composition of the population, 1997-8; 2000-2004. 

 

Pennsylvania State Board of Education, Vira I. Heinz Endowment, Grable Foundation, and Buhl 

Foundation: for the study of teacher preparation and selection in Pennsylvania, 1997-8. 

 

Vira I. Heinz Endowment: for the study of teacher preparation and selection in Pennsylvania, 

Summer, 1996. 

 

USX Foundation: for studies in consumption based taxation, 1992-3. 

 

Westinghouse Electric Corporation for studies in consumption based taxation, 1992-3. 

 

The Pew Charitable Trust: to study the supply and demand for teachers in Pennsylvania, 1990-3.  

 

Howard Heinz Endowment: to study the high school science, mathematics, and computing 

curricula in Western Pennsylvania, 1989-90.  

 

Pennsylvania Department of Education: to study the supply and demand for teachers in 

Pennsylvania, 1989.  

 

Howard Heinz Endowment and Ben Franklin Partnership: to study the high school science, 

mathematics, and computing curricula in Western Pennsylvania, 1988-9.  

              

Steel Valley Council of Governments and consortium of private foundations: to study the financial 

condition of 10 mill towns in Allegheny County, 1986-1987.  
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Washington State Department of Revenue: to study alternatives to Washington State's current 

personal and business tax structure, 1986-7.  

 

Center for Public Financial Management: funding from consortium of Pennsylvania-based 

corporations and labor unions, 1984-92.  

 

West Virginia Tax Department: to study alternatives to current business tax structure, 1984-1985.  

 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Social Security Administration: to study the 

vertical and horizontal characteristics of Federal personal and payroll taxes, 1981-1982.  

 

U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Health Care Financing Agency: to study 

hospital cost functions  with Robert F. Conrad, Duke University , 1979-1980.  

 

U.S. Department of Treasury, Office of Tax Analysis: to study index numbers for tax policy 

analysis, 1979-1980.  

 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development: to study the relationship between major 

federal block grant programs and Federal tax collections, 1979-1980.  

 

U.S. Labor Department: to study the occupational differences of men and women, 1974-1975.  

 

National Science Foundation: to study the impact of alternative interpretations of the floor and 

ceiling provisions of the general revenue formula, 1973-1975.  

Publications:  

 

Book and Monograph 

 

Co-author. (2007). State and Local Government Statistics at a Crossroads. Panel on Research and 

Development Priorities for the U.S. Census Bureau’s State and Local Government Statistics Co-

author Program. Committee on National Statistics. (Washington, D.C.: Division of Behavioral and 

Social Sciences and Education. The National Academies Press, October, 2007). 

 

Distributional, Employment, and Budgetary Effects of Living Wage Ordinances.  (Washington, DC: 

Employment Policies Institute, September, 2006).  

 

Articles:   

 

“Financing Pennsylvania’s Public Sector: Past as Prologue?” State Tax Notes, (forthcoming, 

January 15, 2018, pp.32-51). 

 

“The Fiscal Implications of Pennsylvania’s Aging Population,” with Yunni Deng, State Tax Notes, 

75, 3 (January 19, 2015), pp 165-182. 
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“Should Sales Taxes Be Imposed On E-Commerce?,” with Sami Dahklia Journal of Public 

Economic Theory, 16, 6 (December, 2013), pp. 803-828. 

 “The Impact of Not Collecting Sales and Use Taxes from Internet Sales in Pennsylvania,” 66, ,  

State Tax Notes , 391 (November 5, 2012). 

 

 “Alternative Approaches to Reinstating the Taxable Values Survey,” State Tax Notes 51,4 

(January 26, 2009), 247-266. 

 

“The Effects of Defined Benefit Pension Incentives and Working Conditions on Teacher  

Retirement Decisions,” with Joshua Furgeson and William B. Vogt, Education Finance and Policy, 

3, 1 (Summer, 2006), 316-348. 

 

“Residential Real Estate Assessment Fairness in Four Urban Counties,” with David A. Strauss, 

State Tax Notes, 31, 10 (March 8, 2004), 815-820. (reprinted from Proceedings of the National Tax 

Association 96th Annual Conference on Taxation, Chicago, Illinois, November, 2003, 298-305. 

 

“Institutional Barriers To Electronic Commerce: An Historical Perspective,” with Karen Clay, The 

New Institutionalism in Strategic Management, Volume 19 (2002), 245-271.  

 

“Improving Teacher Preparation and Selection: Lessons from the Pennsylvania Experience,” with 

Lori Bowes, Mindy Marks, Mark Plesko, Economics of Education Review, 19,4 (July, 2000), 387-

415. 

 

“Federal Tax Mechanisms to Enable State Taxation of Final Consumption,” Tax Notes, 87 12 (June 

19, 2000), 1657-1664, reprinted from State Tax Notes, 18, 22 (May 29, 2000) 

  

“Further Thoughts on State and Local Taxation of Telecommunications and Electronic 

Commerce,” State Tax Notes, 17, 17 (October 25, 1999), 1113-1124.    

 

“Improving Access to Science and Math Education,” with Ashok Srinivasan, Interfaces, 29, 4 

(July-August, 1999), 82-95. 

 

“The Income of Central City and Suburban Migrants: A Case Study of the Washington, D.C. 

Metropolitan Area,” National Tax Journal, 50, 3 (September, 1998), 493-516. 

 

“Children as Income Producing Assets: The Case of Teen Illegitimacy and Government Transfers,” 

with George R. G. Clarke, Southern Economic Journal 64 (4) (April, 1998), 827-856.  

 

“A Primer on Changing Information Technology and the Fisc,” with Jon M. Peha, National Tax 

Journal, 50, 3 (September, 1997), 607-621. 

 

“Community Choice and Local Public Services: A Discrete Choice Approach,” with Thomas 

Nechyba, Regional Science and Urban Economics, 28, 1 (January, 1998), 51-74. (NBER Working 

Paper 5966). 
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“Administrative and Revenue Implications of Federal Consumption Taxes for the State and Local 

Sector,” American Journal of Tax Policy, 14, 8 (Fall, 1997), 361-452. (Reprinted in two parts in: 

Tax Notes, 82, 6 (February 22, 1999); and Tax Notes  82, 7 (March 1, 1999)). 

 

“Changing Information Technology and State Tax Revenue: A Realistic Appraisal,” with Jon M. 

Peha,   State Tax Notes, 13,12 (September 22, 1997), 769-777. 

 

“States of Mind: Why Homeowners Hate the Property Tax,” State Tax Notes 13, (June 16, 1997), 

pp. 1802-1806. 

 

“Why Call for Property Tax Relief?,”  State Education Finance Communications, (January, 1997), 

2-16. 

 

“Further Implications of a Federal Consumption Tax for State and Local Tax Administration,” 

State Tax Notes , 13, 14 (October 14, 1996). (Reprinted in Tax Notes, 73, 5 (November 4, 1996), 

605-614. 

 

“Optimal Consolidation of Municipalities: An Analysis of Alternative Designs,” with Malachy 

Carey and Ashok Srinivasan, Socioeconomic Planning, 30, 2 (Spring, 1996) 103-119. 

 

“On Recent Expositions on Horizontal Equity,” with Marcus C. Berliant, Public Economics 

Review, 1, 1 (Spring, 1996), 129-150.  

 

“Reducing New York's Reliance on the School Property Tax,” Journal of Education Finance, 21, 1 

(Summer, 1995), 123-164. (Reprinted in State Tax Notes, 9, 5 (July 31, 1995), 339-360. ) 

  

“Effective Federal Individual Income Tax Functions: An Exploratory Empirical Analysis,” with 

Miguel Gouveia, National Tax Journal, XLVII, 2 (June, 1994), 317-339. 

 

“Reforming School Finance in Illinois: Some Observations on Principles, Practicalities, and 

Politics,” State Tax Notes, 5, 7 (August 16, 1993), 351-60.  

 

“State Disclosure of Tax Return Information: Taxpayer Privacy vs. the Public's Right to Know,”  

State Tax Notes, 4, (July 5, 1993). 

 

“Taxation, Equity and Growth:  Exploring the Trade-off Between Shareholder Dividend Tax Relief 

and Higher Corporate Income Taxes,” with Serge Nadeau, National Tax Journal, XLVI, 2 (June, 

1993), 161-75.                                         

 

“State and Federal Tax Equity: Estimates Before and After the Tax Reform Act of 1986,” with 

Marcus C. Berliant, Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 12, 1, (Winter, 1993), 9-

43.(Reprinted as “State and Federal Tax Equity: Before and After TRA '86,” in State Tax Notes, 4, 

19 (May 10, 1993), 1101-1122). 

 

“Municipal Consolidation: An Analysis of the Financial Benefits for Small Fiscally Distressed 

Municipalities,” with Beverly Bunch, Urban Affairs Quarterly, 27, 4 (July, 1992), 615-629. 

 



 

13 

 

“Considerations in the Federal Collection of State Corporate Income Taxes,” State Tax Notes, 1, 3  

(September 16, 1991) , 81-89. 

 

“Tax Policies and the Real and Financial Decisions of the Firm: The Effects of the Tax Reform Act 

of 1986,” with Serge Nadeau, Public Finance Quarterly, 19, 3 July, 1991 , 251-292. 

 

“State-Local Finance: Rethinking Service Delivery and Taxing Authority,” The Fiscal Letter, 

March/April 1991, 1-2, 10. 

 

“Fiscal Federalism and the Changing Global Economy,” National Tax Journal, 43, 3 September, 

1990, 315-320. 

 

“Factors Influencing School District Financial Reporting Practices,” with Rajiv D. Banker and 

Beverly Bunch, Research in Governmental and Non-Profit Accounting,, 5  1989 , 27-56. 

 

“Price and Quantity Effects of Tax Reform: An Application to West Virginia,” with Uriel 

Wittenberg, National Tax Journal, 40, 1 (March, 1987), 83-94. 

 

“The Net Fiscal Impact of Selected Federal Block Grant Programs,” with Peter B. Harkins, Journal 

of Regional Science, 26, 1 (February, 1986), 63-85. 

 

“A Comparative Application of Data Envelopment Analysis and Translog Methods: An Illustrative 

Study of Hospital Productions,” with Rajiv D. Banker and Robert F. Conrad, Management Science, 

32, 1 (January, 1986), 30-44. 

 

“Some New Evidence on Teacher and Student Competency,” with Elizabeth A. Sawyer, 

Economics of Education Review, 5, 1 1986, 41-48.  

 

“A Multiple-Output Multiple-Input Model of the Hospital Industry in North Carolina,” with Robert 

F. Conrad, Applied Economics, 15, 3 June, 1983, 341-352. 

 

“Salary Patterns of Agricultural Economists in the early 1980's,” with Michael Tarr, American 

Journal of Agricultural Economics, 64, 5  (December, 1982), 1053-1061.  

 

 “U.S. Industrial  Employment Patterns by Race and Sex:  1960-1970,” with Peter Schmidt,   

Metroeconomica , 31, 2 (June, 1979) , 195-209. 

 

“A Mixed Logit Model of the Relationship between Unionization and Right-to-Work Legislation,” 

with Ronald S. Warren, Journal of Political Economy, 87, 3 (April, 1979), 648-655. 

 

“Modeling the Earnings and Research Productivity of Academic Economists,” with W. Lee Hansen 

and Burton A. Weisbrod, Journal of Political Economy, 86, 4 (August, 1978), 89-97. 

 

“Information and Participation in a Public Transfer Program,” Journal of Public Economics, 8, 3 

December, 1977 , 385-396. 

 

“Overhauling the Federal Aid System: Redesigning General Revenue Sharing and Counter-cyclical 

Aid Programs,” National Tax Journal, 29, 3  (September, 1976), 341-55. 
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“A New Approach to the Demand for Public Goods,” with G. David Hughes, Journal of Public 

Economics, 6, 1 (Fall, 1976), 191-204. 

 

“The Impact of Municipal Electric Profits on Local Public Finance,” with Kenneth L. Wertz, 

National Tax Journal, 29, 1 March 1976 , 22-30. 

 

“Wage Rate Differences by Race and Sex in the U.S. Labor Market: 1960-1970,” with Francis 

Horvath,  Economica, 43, 171  (August, 1976), 287-298. 

 

“The Effect of Unions on Earnings and Earnings on Unions:  A Mixed Logit Approach,” with Peter 

Schmidt, International Economic Review, 17, 1  (February 1976) ,  204-212. 

 

“Estimation of Models with Jointly Dependent Qualitative Variables:  A Simultaneous Logit 

Approach,” with Peter Schmidt, Econometrica, 43, 4  (July, 1975), 745-755. 

 

“The Prediction of Occupation Using Multiple Logit Models,” with Peter Schmidt, International 

Economic Review,16, 2, (June, 1975), 71-86. 

 

“The Impacts of Population Undercounts on General Revenue Sharing in New Jersey and 

Virginia,” with Peter B. Harkins, National Tax Journal, 26, 4 (December, 1974), 617-624. 

 

“The Impact of Block Grants on Local Expenditures and Property Tax Rates,” Journal of Public 

Economics, 4, 1  (Fall, 1974),   269-284. 

 

“Analyzing Economic Discrimination against Women and Blacks with the Public Use Samples,” 

with Francis Horvath, Review of Public Data Use, 1, 4 (October, 1973), 10-18. 

 

“Revitalizing Our Federal System : The Case for General Revenue Sharing,” DePaul Law Review, 

21, 4  (May, 1972),  889-901. 

 

“The Geographic Heterogeneity of Local Public Expenditure Functions,” with William J. Scanlon, 

Review of Economics and Statistics, 14, 2  (May, 1972), 191-194. 

 

 “Industrial Patterns of Male Negro Employment,” Journal of Human Resources,  8, 1  (Winter, 

1971), 111-118. 

 

  “A Note on the Public Sector of the Coastal Plains,” Journal of Regional Science, 2, 3 (December 

1971), 369-375. 

 

Papers in Conference Proceedings:  

 

“Predicting the Frequency and Depreciation in Real Estate Assessment Quality in Pennsylvania: 

1988-2008,” with Elaine Wei, Proceedings, 105th  Annual  Conference of the National Tax 

Association, Providence, Rhode Island, (November, 2012),  
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“Options for Census to Reinstate Measuring Taxable Property Values,” Proceedings, 101st Annual  

Conference of the National Tax Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, (November, 2008), 208-

216.  

 

“Improving Public Education through Strengthened Local Control,” with Roger T. Severino,  

Conference on Education and Economic Development, Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, (April, 

2005) pp. 73-105. 

 

“Income Taxes and Medical Expenses,” with Miguel Gouveia, Proceedings of the National Tax 

Association 97th Annual Research Conference, Chicago, Illinois (November, 2004), 232-5. 

 

“Residential Real Estate Assessment Fairness in Four Urban Counties, “ with David A. Strauss 

Proceedings, 96th Annual Conference on Taxation, Chicago, Illinois, (November, 2003), 298-305. 

  

"What Can State Income Tax Returns Tell Us About Migration, Household Composition, and 

Income?"  Proceedings, 94th Annual Conference on Taxation, National Tax Association-Tax 

Institute of America, Baltimore, Maryland,(November,2001). 

  

“Trust, Risk, and Electronic Commerce,” with Karen Clay, 93rd  Annual Conference on Taxation, 

National Tax Association-Tax Institute of America, Santa Fe, New Mexico (November, 2000), 53-

63. (Reprinted in State Tax Notes, 19, 26 (December 25, 2000), 1701-1710.) 

 

“Bellcurves and Babies: The Interaction between Ability, Welfare, and Non-marital Childbearing,” 

with George R. G. Clarke, Proceedings, 93rd  Annual Conference on Taxation, National Tax 

Association-Tax Institute of America, Santa Fe, New Mexico (November, 2000), 5-17. 

 

“Effective Tax Functions for the Federal Individual Income Tax: 1966-89,” with Miguel Gouveia,  

Proceedings 92nd Annual Conference on Taxation, National Tax Association-Tax Institute of 

America, Atlanta, Georgia (October, 1999), 155-165. 

 

 “The Income and Household Composition of City-County Migrants in the 1990's,” with Tomohiro 

Nakamura, Proceedings, 91st Annual Conference on Taxation, National Tax Association-Tax 

Institute of America, Austin, Texas (November, 1998), 293-304. (Reprinted in State Tax Notes, 

16,5 (February 1, 1999), 327-338). 

 

“The Political Economy of the Property Tax: Assessor Authority and Assessment Uniformity,” 

with Sean R. Sullivan, Proceedings, 91st Annual Conference on Taxation, National Tax 

Association-Tax Institute of America, Austin, Texas (November, 1998), 254-66. (Reprinted in Tax 

Notes, 82, 1  January 4, 1999; and in State Tax Notes, 16, 5 (December 21, 1998), 327-338). 

 

“School Finance Reform: Moving from the School Property Tax to the Income Tax,” Proceedings, 

88th  Annual Conference on Taxation, Annual Conference on Taxation, National Tax Association-

Tax Institute of America, San Diego, California (October, 1995), 84-91. 

 

“The Effects of a Flat Federal Consumption Tax on the States,” Proceedings, 88th Annual 

Conference on Taxation, National Tax Association-Tax Institute of America, San Diego, California 

(October, 1995), 10-23. 

 

http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/nta_2004.pdf
http://www2.heinz.cmu.edu/~rs9f/nta2001_1_20_02.pdf
http://www2.heinz.cmu.edu/~rs9f/nta2001_1_20_02.pdf
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“The Political Economy of Business Tax Return Privacy,” Proceedings, 86th Annual Conference on 

Taxation, National Tax Association-Tax Institute of America, Charleston, South Carolina, 

(November, 1994), 89-99. (Reprinted in State Tax Notes, February 27, 1995, 873-881.) 

 

“Perspectives on Fiscal Realignment,” in Tannis Salant [editor], Rethinking State-County 

Relations, Tuscon, Arizona: Office of Community and Public Service, University of Arizona, May, 

1990, 45-57.  

 

“Alternatives for Washington Business Taxation,” Proceedings of the 1988 State Tax Conference, 

Seattle, Washington: Washington Society of Certified Public Accountants, May 6, 1988.  

 

“State Reaction to Federal Corporate Tax Changes of the 1980s: More Money or More 

Uncertainty?”,    Proceedings, National Tax Association-Tax Institute of America, Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, (November, 1987), 11-20. 

 

“Financial Reporting and Auditing Practices of School Districts”, with Rajiv D. Banker and 

Beverly Bunch, Proceedings of the 1987 Midwest Regional Meeting of the American Accounting 

Association, (May, 1987). 

 

“State Business Tax Reform: West Virginia and Washington State”, in   Proceedings of the 1986 

New York University Conference on State and Local Taxation , (New York, New York: NYU 

University, December 5,  1986), pp. 32-41. 

 

“Apportionment of Pennsylvania's Franchise Tax:  Some Implications of the Gilbert Associates  

Decision,” with Mary Ann Pietrzyk, Proceedings, National Tax Association (Cincinnati, 1983),  

135-142. 

 

“Findings of the 1981 Pennsylvania Tax Commission,” Proceedings, National Tax Association, 

(Chicago, 1982), 210-218. 

 

“Discussion” of papers by Nathan Keyfitz and Peter Francese, in U.S. Bureau of Census, 

Conference on Census Undercount:  Proceedings of the 1980 Conference,  (Washington, D.C., 

July, 1980). 

 

“General Revenue Sharing:  How Well is it Working?,”  Proceedings, National Tax Association, 

(St. Louis, October 1974), 172-208. 

 

 “Making the New Federalism Work:  Goals for General Revenue Sharing's Data Needs,” Census 

Tract Papers, Series GE-40, 10 (July, 1974), 34-47. 

 

“A Younger Economist's Views on the Market,” American Economic Review, 61, 2  (May, 1972), 

4-12. 

 

“The Rationale for Revenue Sharing,” Proceedings, National Tax Association-Tax Institute of 

America (Kansas City, 1971), 191-94. 

 

“An Adaptive Expectations Model of the East-West Arms Race,” Peace Science Society 

(International), Proceedings, 1971, Ann Arbor Conference, 29-34. 
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Chapters in Books:  

 

“Apportionment," in Cordes, Ebel and Gravelle [Editors]. The Encyclopedia of Taxation and Tax 

Policy. (Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute Press, 1999; 2005). 

 

“Income Tax, Corporate, State and Local," with April Franco, in Cordes, Ebel and Gravelle 

[Editors]. The Encyclopedia of Taxation and Tax Policy. (Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute 

Press, 1999; 2005). 

 

“Who Gets Hired to Teach? The Case of Pennsylvania,” in Marci Kanstoroom and Chester E. Finn, 

Jr.   [editors]. Better Teachers, Better Schools. Fordham Foundation Press, 1999, 103-130. 

 

“The District of Columbia's Individual Income Tax,” in Taxing Simply, Taxing Fairly: Full Report. 

(District of Columbia Tax Revision, September, 1998), 311-378. 

 

“Observations on US Corporate Tax Policy and the 1992 Treasury Report on Integration,” with 

Serge Nadeau, in John Head and Richard Krever (editors) Company Tax Systems. (Sydney, 

Australia: Australian Tax Research Foundation, 1997), 85-114.  

        

“Reducing Reliance on the School Property Tax: Rationales and First Results,” in David H. Monk 

[editor].  Study on the Generation of Revenues for Education.  (Albany, New York: New York 

Board of Regents, February 3, 1995), 107-151. 

 

“Federal Collection of State Corporate Income Taxes,” in Thomas F. Pogue (editor). State Taxation 

of Business: Issues and Policy Options, (New York, Praeger Press, 1992), 69-88. 

 

“Federal Tax Policy and the Market for Corporate Control: Relationships and Consequences,” in 

David McGee (editor), Takeovers: Issues in Public and Corporate Policy. (New York, Praeger 

Press, 1989), 116-143. 

 

“Reforming State Business Taxes,” in Steven Gold (editor). State Tax Policy. (Denver: National 

Conference of State Legislatures, December, 1986), 231-258. 

 

“The Horizontal and Vertical Characteristics of the Federal Individual Income Tax: 1966-1977,” 

with Marcus C. Berliant, in Martin David and Timothy Smeeding (editors). Horizontal Equity, 

Uncertainty, and Economic Well-Being.(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985), 179-214. 

 

“Measuring the Distribution of Personal Taxes,” with Marcus C. Berliant, in Richard J. Zeckhauser 

and Derek Leebaert (editors), What Role for Government. (Duke University Press, 1983), 97-115. 

 

“The Quality of Financial Reporting by General Local Governments: An  Empirical Study,” with 

William D. Haseman, in Allan R. Drebin, James L. Chan, and Lorna C. Ferguson (editors), 

Objectives of Accounting and Financial Reporting for Governmental Units: A Research Study, 

Volume II , (National Council on Government Accounting, Chicago, 1981), 23-46. 

 

“Thinking Strategically About the Federal Budget Cuts,” in Southern Growth Policies Board. A 

New Human Services Agenda for the South, (Raleigh, North Carolina: 1981), 47-62. 
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“Incremental versus Comprehensive Welfare Reform” in James Gallagher and Ronald Haskins, 

(editors),      Models for Analysis of Social Policy.  (Ablex Publishing Company, 1981), 174-203. 

 

“Discussion” of `Educational Vouchers and Social Policy', by Henry M. Levin, in James Gallagher 

and Ronald Haskins, (editors), Care and Education of Young Children in American: Policy, 

Politics and Social Science, (Ablex Publishing Company, 1980), 56-62. 

 

“Comment” on paper by Barbara Bergmann and Robert Bennett, “Policy Explorations with a 

Transactions Model of the U.S. Economy,” in Robert Haveman and Kevin Hollenbeck (editors), 

Microeconomic Simulation Models in Public Policy Analysis. (New York: Academic Press, 1980), 

2, 44-48. 

 

“Interdependent National Budgets:  A Model of U.S.- Soviet Defense Expenditures,” in W. Ladd 

Hollist, (editor), Exploring Competitive Arms Processes:  Applications of Mathematical Modeling 

and Simulations in Arms Policy Analysis,  (New York:  Marcel-Dekker, 1978), 89-97. 

 

Selected Reviews, Reports, Monographs, Opinion Pieces, Public Testimony, and Interviews   
 

“The Fiscal Implications of Pennsylvania’s Aging Population,” with Yunni Deng, Pittsburgh 

Tribune-Review,  March 8, 2015. 
 

“Pennsylvania Desperately Needs Assessment Reform,” with Michael J. Suley, Philadelphia 

Inquirer, February 26, 2015 

 

May 13, 2011, The e-commerce tax dodge, Johnstown Tribune-Democrat. 
 

May 11, 2011, The e-commerce tax dodge, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 

 

May 4, 2011, The Impact of Not Collecting Sales and Use Taxes from Internet Sales into 

Pennsylvania, Testimony, before the Pennsylvania Senate, Committee on Finance, Harrisburg, PA.  
 

November 3, 2010, Possible Behavioral and Revenue Effects of Imposing an Excise Tax on Certain 

Puerto Rico Sales to Related Companies:  A Report to the Puerto Rico Tax Reform Commission, 

San Juan, Puerto-Rico: Government Development Bank.  
 

February 25, 2010, “Fixing Pittsburgh’s Pension Problems,” Testimony before the  

Post Agenda, Session Pittsburgh City Council, 1:30 PM, Thursday, February 25, 2010 
 

“A fork in the road. Allegheny County can appeal Judge Wettick's decision on real estate 

assessments or get on with making the system fair.” Forum. Pittsburgh-Post Gazette, June 10, 

2007. 

 

“A Note on the Fiscal Implications of Migration in Pennsylvania School Districts: 1991-8,” A 

Research Report to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Policy and Research, January 2, 2006. 

 



 

19 

 

“The Anatomy of Pennsylvania’s Income:  1991-9,” A Research Report to the US Department of 

Housing and Urban Development, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Policy and Research.  

January 2, 2006. 

 

“Spatial Income Inequality over Time: Results for Pennsylvania School Districts: 1991-8,” A 

Research Report to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Policy and Research. June 6, 2005. 

 

“The Tax Doctor: Interview with Robert P. Strauss on Fundamental Tax Reform and the States,”  

State Tax Notes, 36, 7 (May 16, 2005), 523-530. 

 

"Is Assessment 2005 Going to be Reform or Allegheny County's Version of "Ground Hog Day?" 

Testimony before the Allegheny County Council, Gold Room, Allegheny County Courthouse, 

March 15, 2005. 

 

“Commuter taxation with some representation.” Forum, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Sunday October 3, 

2004 pp. B-1,B-2. 

 

“Restoring the Public Trust in the City of Pittsburgh’s Finances.” Prepared Testimony before the 

Pittsburgh City Council, February 5, 2004, City Council Chambers. 

 

“Does Pittsburgh Deserve PICA-West?” Prepared Testimony before the Committee on Finance, 

Pennsylvania Senate, Special Hearing on the City of Pittsburgh’s Financial Condition, September 

8, 2003. 

 

“Pittsburgh’s Pickle,” Forum. Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, August 31, 2003.   

 

The Market for Substitute Classroom Teachers in South West Pennsylvania in 2001-2: A Research 

Report to the Pittsburgh Foundation. With David A. Strauss (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: The 

Pittsburgh Foundation, July, 2003). 

 

“Fixing What’s Really Broken in Pennsylvania: Real Estate Assessments and School Board 

Accountability,” Philadelphia Enquirer, January 12, 2003; reprinted in: Harrisburg-Patriot News, 

January 17, 2003, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, January 15, 2003. 

 

“Mirror, Mirror on the Wall, Which Pennsylvania County has the Fairest Real Estate Assessments 

of them All? (Hint: Not Allegheny),” The Voter, Newsletter of the Allegheny League of Women 

Voters May, 2002  

"Reforming School Finance in Pennsylvania," Testimony before the Select Committee on Public 

School Funding, Pennsylvania General Assembly, Indiana, Pennsylvania October 10, 2001. 

 

"What Can CGE Tell Us About the Real World of Sales and Use Taxes?", with Sami Dahklia, 

Conference in Honor of Marcus Berliant, Economics Department, Washington University, St. 

Louis. October, 5, 2001.  

 

http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/final_stn_tax_doctor_interview_5_16_05.pdf
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/allegheny_county_march_15_2005.pdf
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/allegheny_county_march_15_2005.pdf
http://www2.heinz.cmu.edu/~rs9f/voter_5_02.pdf
http://www2.heinz.cmu.edu/~rs9f/voter_5_02.pdf
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"Comments on House Bill 900: Should Pennsylvania become a Voting Member of the Streamlined 

Sales Tax Project? Testimony before the Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs, Pennsylvania 

General Assembly, October 1, 2001  Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

 

"Taxation of the Internet and Pennsylvania's Economic Climate," Testimony before the 

Pennsylvania House Committee on Commerce, Subcommittee on Economic Development, August 

23, 2001, Conference Room 1, Allegheny County Court House, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 

Statement of Robert P. Strauss, in Cybershopping and Sales Tax: Finding the Right Mix, Hearing 

before the Committee on Finance, United States Senate, 107th Congress, August 1, 2001, pp. 100-

109. 

 

"Re-Assessment 2001/2: Keystone Comedy or Greek Tragedy?," Testimony before the Allegheny 

County Democratic Delegation and House Democratic Policy Committee, February 1, 2002, 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

  

“Distributional and Economic Effects of Pennsylvania's Local Property Taxes,” State Tax Notes 18,  

(May 15, 2001), reprinted from Testimony before the Pennsylvania Senate Education Committee, 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. March 22, 2000.  

 

“Federal Roles in Realizing E-Commerce's Potential, ” Pennsylvania CPA Journal, 71, 3 (Fall, 

2000), 11,70. 

 

“ReAssessment 2000: Do you feel lucky? ” Opinion and Commentary. Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. 

May 28, 2000. G1, G5. 

 

“Federal Tax Mechanisms to Enable State Taxation of Final Consumption,” Testimony before the 

Subcommittee on Oversight House Committee on Ways and Means U.S. Congress May 16, 2000. 

(Reprinted in State Tax Notes, May 29, 2000 and Tax Notes, 87, 12 (June 19,2000), 1657-64. 

 

“Distributional and Economic Effects of Pennsylvania's Local Property Taxes,” Testimony before 

the Pennsylvania Senate Education Committee, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. March 22, 2000  

 

 “What's Next? CMU prof offers exacting framework for county's future.” Opinion and 

Commentary. Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. November 14, 1999. J1, J8. 

 

“Home Rule tax reform? Think again, says CMU prof.” Commentary. Tribune-Review, September 

17, 1999. p. A7.  

 

“A Reverse Engineering Approach to Improving Teacher Quality: The Hiring Decision and State 

Laws Governing School Board Conduct and Ethics,” Testimony before the Committee on 

Education and the Workforce Subcommittee on Post-Secondary Education, Training, and Life-

Long Learning U.S. House of Representatives May 13, 1999. 

 

Teacher Preparation and Selection in Pennsylvania: Ensuring High Performance Classroom 

Teachers for the 21st Century . A Research Report to the Pennsylvania State Board of Education. 

With the assistance of Lori R. Bowes, Mindy S. Marks, and Mark R. Plesko. (Harrisburg, 

http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/hb900.pdf
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/hb900.pdf
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/rs9f/pahouse_8_23_01.pdf
http://www2.heinz.cmu.edu/~rs9f/democrats_2_1_02.pdf
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Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State Board of Education),  June 4, 1998, pp. 245. (ERIC 

Clearinghouse Number TM029186.) 

 

Public Education in Western Pennsylvania: Students, Teachers and Curricula to 2006. A 

Background Paper for Vira I. Heinz Foundation, September, 1996. 

 

Review of Choices and Consequences: Contemporary Policy Issues in Education , in Industrial 

and Labor Relations Review, 49, 4 (July, 1996), 759-761.       

 

The School Property Tax in a Changing Economic and Social Environment. National Education 

Association, June 1996. 

                                

The Assessment of Residential Property in Allegheny County: Report 2: Sources of State Variation 

in Assessment Quality, A Report to the Allegheny Board of County Commissioners, October 12, 

1995. 

 

The Assessment of Residential Property in Allegheny County: Report 1: Sources and Quality of 

Data .  A Report to the Allegheny Board of County Commissioners, September 28, 1995. 

 

“Revising the Medicaid Reimbursement Formula in an Era of Fiscal Austerity,” Testimony before 

the Committee on Finance, U.S. Senate, July 27, 1995. (Reprinted in State Tax Notes, 12, 13 

(October 2, 1995)). 

 

 State Taxation of Financial Institutions and Federal Law: A Study of the Legal and Fiscal Issues 

for Delaware. with Edward L. Symons, Jr. (Wilmington, Delaware: Delaware Division of 

Revenue), April 25, 1995, pp. 30. 

 

Final Report to the Fiscal Policy Institute: Evaluating Effects of State Consumption Taxes on the 

Poor. (Albany, New York: Fiscal Policy Institute, July 18, 1994), pp. 38. 

 

“Teacher Certification Tests and the Personnel Decision,” Educational Management Guidelines, 3, 

7 (April, 1994), Pennsylvania School Boards Association, 1-3. 

 

Who Should Teach in Pennsylvania's Public Schools? August, 1993, Center for Public Financial 

Management, Carnegie-Mellon University, pp. 167. 

 

Executive Summary of Public School Teachers in Pennsylvania: Demand and Supply through 

School Year 2000, August, 1992, Center for Public Financial Management, Carnegie-Mellon 

University. (Reprinted in  Pennsylvania School Board Association Bulletin , February, 1993, 1-7) 

 

“Why Brown's flat tax falls flat,” Commentary,  Philadelphia Inquirer  , April 23, 1992. 

 

“Reforming School Finances in Illinois: Principles, Practicalities, and Politics,” Testimony before 

the Illinois Economic and Fiscal Commission, Chicago, Illinois, February 6, 1992, p.25. 

“The EC Challenge to State and Local Governments,” Testimony before the Advisory Commission 

on Intergovernmental Relations, January 26, 1990, reprinted in: Intergovernmental Perspectives, 

(Winter 

1990) 16, 1, 13-15. 
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“Local Tax Reform in Pennsylvania: Prospects and Problems,” Testimony before the Committee on 

Special Legislation of the Special Session on Local Tax Reform, Senate of Pennsylvania, February 

10, 1988. 

 

A Study of Alternative Tax Structures for the State of Washington.  Olympia, Washington: 

Washington Department of Revenue, July 16, 1987, pp. 222. 

 

Taxation of Financial Institutions in Washington State: A Study of the Legal and Fiscal Issues, with 

Edward L. Symons. (Olympia, Washington: Washington Department of Revenue, July 1, 1987). 

pp. 61. 

 

The Financial Position of Municipalities in the Steel Valley Council of Governments, with Beverly 

Bunch.  Steel Valley Council of Governments, June 1987 , p. 243. (Reprinted in part in U.S. 

Congress, Senate Finance Committee, Subcommittee on Economic Policy, Hearings on Regional 

Economic Development, Summer, 1987. 

 

“SPSS on the Pro 350: An Old Friend s a New Career on a Micro,” Personal and Professional, 2, 2  

August/September, 1984 , 11-18.  

 

Business Taxes in West Virginia: A Research Report to the West Virginia Tax Study Commission.  

(Charleston, West Virginia: West Virginia Tax Study Commission, January, 1984), p.170. 

 

“Strategies for Western Pennsylvania's Economy,” Hearings  before the  House Committee on 

Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, Subcommittee on Economic Stabilization,  98th Congress, 

House of Representatives, December 21, 1983, 22-36. 

 

Personal Taxation: A Task Force Report to the Pennsylvania Tax Commission , with Charles G. 

Kopp, (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, March, 1981), p. 99. 

 

“Financing Local Government in the 1980's,”   Hearings  before the House Committee on Banking 

and Finance and Urban Affairs, Subcommittee on Economic Stabilization, 97th Congress, 1st 

Session (September 25, 1981), Serial 97-ll, Part 4. 

 

Review of  Revenue Sharing: Methodological Approaches and Problems, Caputo and Cole, editors,  

in   Growth and Change  8, 4 (October, 1977), 189-191. 

 

“The Impact of Alternative Interpretations of the Floor and Ceiling Provisions of the State and 

Local Assistance Act of 1972,”   Hearings  before the Joint Economic Committee, Subcommittee 

on 

Fiscal Policy, 94th Congress, 1st Session, June, 1975, 63-68, also 89-106. 

 

A Study of the Supplemental Security Income and Public Assistance Programs in North Carolina, 

with Colin Cornett, (Raleigh, North Carolina: North Carolina Department of Administration, 

December 1974), p. 112. 
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The 1970 Census Undercount and Revenue Sharing: Effect on Allocations in New Jersey and 

Virginia, with Peter B. Harkins, (Washington, D.C.: Joint Center for Political Studies, June 1974), 

p. 69. 

 

“Intergovernmental Relations in Germany since 1891,” Hearings before the Committee on Ways 

and Means, House of Representatives, 92 Congress, 1st Session, Part I (June 2, and 3, 1971), 160-

164. 

 

“Revenue Sharing and Local Expenditures: A Simulation Study of the Wisconsin Shared Revenue 

System ,” with William J. Scanlon, Social System  Research Institute,   Workshop Papers  

(December, 1969), p. 22. 

 

Current Manuscripts  

 

“Improving Public Education through Strengthened Local Control: An Update,” 

September, 2015  with Roger T. Severino 

 

 “With the Best of Intentions: School-Level Interventions and the Pursuit of Proficiency,” with 

Abby Clay Turner,  

 

Current Research Projects  

 

Distributional Effects of PM2.5 Pollution in the US, with Jinhyok Heo, Ph.d,  

 

Readability of the US Code, with Attention to the Federal Tax System 

 

School Safety and Student Learning Outcomes 

 

State and Local Road Deterioration due to Marcellus Shale Exploration: 

A Review of State Policies with an Application to Pennsylvania 

 

Aggregation, Functional Form and Error Distribution in Value-Added Education Modeling, with 

Abby Clay Turner 

 

Effects of Lump Sum Distributions and Public Retirement Behavior 

 

A Least Regressive, Revenue Neutral Sales Tax Regime for India 
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