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Department of Psychology
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208 Porter Hall

Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3980

Education

Ph.D. Behavioral Decision Research, Carnegie Mellon University
Psychology, Carnegie Mellon University
Expected Graduation: May 2010

M.S.  Behavioral Decision Research, Psychology, Carnegie Mellon University, May 2007. Master’s thesis title:
The Influence of Negative Incidental Emotions on Risk Taking Behavior
Committee: Jennifer Lerner (chair), George Loewenstein, Robyn Dawes, Roberta Klatzky

B.S. Philosophy, Computer Science, University of Michigan, 2002

Additional Positions Held
Research Associate, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, Fall 2007-Present.

Additional Training
Trained in the acquisition and analysis of physiological measures of autonomic arousal, e.g. impedance
cardiography and galvanic skin conductance

Research Interests

Judgment and decision making
Emotion, specifically anger

Risk

Applications of psychology to policy

Publications

Litvak, P.M. & Lerner, J. S. (in press). Cognitive bias. To appear in The Oxford Companion to the
Affective Sciences (D. Sander and K. Scherer, Eds.). Oxford University Press.

Daida, J. M., Yalcin S. P., Litvak P. M., Eickhoff, G. A,, Polito 2, J. A. , "Of Metaphors and Darwinism:
Deconstructing Genetic Programming's Chimera," CEC-99: Proceedings of the 1999 Congress on Evolutionary
Computation. Piscataway: IEEE Press, 1999. pp.453-462.
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Manuscripts in Preparation
Litvak, P. M., Tiedens, L. Z., & Lerner J. S., (2007). The effects of anger on judgment and decision

making. Invited chapter to appear in M. Potegal, Stemmler, G., & Spielberger, C. D. (Ed.), Handbook of Anger
Research. New York: Springer.

Current Projects

Litvak, P.M., & Lerner, J.S. The influence of anger on risk taking behavior.

Litvak, P.M., & Morewedge, C.K. Recouping sunk costs in buffet consumption.

Litvak, P.M., Han, S., Loewenstein G., & Lerner J. S. The influence of anger on strategic decision making.

Morris, M., Ingram, P., & Litvak, P.M. Incentivizing against insularity and measuring acculturation at mixers.

Awards and Grants
Small Grant, Center for Behavioral Decision Research at Carnegie Mellon, 2007
Fellowship, NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates, Space Physics Research Lab, Summer 1999

Scholarship, Frank Family Memorial Scholarship Fund, 1998
Presentations at Peer-Reviewed Scientific Meetings

Litvak, P.M., & Lerner, J.S. (2008,August) The effects of anger on risk taking behavRaper presented at the
annual meeting of the Academy of Management, Anaheim, CA.

Litvak, P.M., & Morewedge, C.K. (2008, April) Eating to Even: Consuming teeRoup Sunk Costs According to
the Per Unit PricePoster to be presented at the Behavioral Decision Research in Management Conference, San Diego,
CA.

Litvak, P.M., & Lerner, J.S. (2008,February) When anger yields financial reward®oster presented at the annual
meeting of the Society of Personality and Social Psychology, Albuquerque, NM.

Litvak, P.M., & Lerner, J.S. (2008,February) When anger yields financial reward®oster presented at Society of
Personality and Social Psychology pre-conference meeting for Judgment and Decision Making, Albuquerque, NM.

Litvak, P.M., & Lerner, J.S. (2007,November) When anger yields financial reward®oster presented at the
annual meeting of the Society for Judgment and Decision Making, Long Beach, CA.

Teaching & Advising

Teaching Assistant

Parallel Distributed Processing, 2006

Policy Analysis 1, 2006

Decision Analysis and Decision Support Systems, 2005

Policy Analysis 1, 2005

Advising

Undergraduate research supervisor, Harvard University, 2007-Present

Undergraduate research supervisor, Carnegie Mellon University, 2005-2006
High school research supervisor, University of Michigan, Summer 1999



Consulting and Work Experience

Statistical Consultant nTAG Incorporated, Skilken Properties, Summer 2007-Present

Software Engineer NTAG Incorporated, 2004-2005
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Research Programmer Department of Human Genetics, University of Michigan Medical School, 2003-2004

Professional Affiliations
Society for Judgment and Decision Making
Society of Personality and Social Psychology
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