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High Holy Days 2006

After being at Beth Samuel for
about a month, I can say that

my favorite part of services here
comes during the Torah service,
when, holding the Torah close to
me, I say: “Repeat after me,” and
sing — “Shema Yisrael Adonai
Eloheynu Adonai Echad.” Hear O
Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai
is One. And then, the entire
congregation dutifully repeats the
Shema as I watch.

Each time it happens I am
surprised at how happy I feel
when you all sing it back to me. I
think, what a blessing it is to be
here at Beth Samuel! I really feel
very lucky to have landed in such
a warm and nurturing community.
You all are teaching me so much
about being a rabbi and what it

is to live in Jewish community.
We have such a variety of
backgrounds and opinions at Beth
Samuel, but in the end, we are all
One. We sing as One, we pray as
One, and we schmooze as One.
We are all part of the One.

And that is what it comes down
to — God, the Source of All, the
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Source of Unity. No matter where
you come from, how old you are,
or whether you can read Hebrew
or not, each of us still has to
contend, individually, with our
own relationship to God. No one
can do it for you. The best we can
do is model it for each other.

We must bring our whole selves,
our unique backgrounds, to Beth
Samuel, because we really learn
how to be Jews from being with
one another. We cannot grow

in isolation. So we must bring
our questions, fears and doubts,
as well as our skills, education,
enthusiasm, and interests to our
community, to share and build

it. If you don’t know where to fit
yourself in, please come to me so
that I can assist you.

In my view, a rabbi is a community
organizer and nurturer. A rabbi

is a resource for Jewish learning
and growth, but she cannot answer
all questions, though she might
provide some good questions

for you to chew on. You, as a
community, have to give those
questions and ideas legs. I will
nudge you and support you as you
learn, wonder, plan and grow.

What I am saying, and what |
think you as a community already
know, is that even though I lead
services, the rabbi is not the sole
model of what it is to be Jewish.
A rabbi is not an intermediary
between God and the inividual.

A Community of the One

You can’t just come to services
and be done with it. As in any
good relationship, you have to
put some effort into it. The High
Holiday season is a reminder
that each of us has our own
relationship with God that no one
else can mediate.

Stuck? Come talk to me. Better
yet, spend some time at Beth
Samuel with the wonderful people
in our community. Come be a part
of the One.

L’Shana Tova.
For a Good and Blessed Year,
Rabbi Anna
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President’s Column: Another Year!

I am, like most folks, astonished
to believe another year has come
and gone. It seems like a needless
redundancy to even make such a
comment.

What is not needless to report is
the changes that have occurred at
Beth Samuel over the past year.
We now have two new Rabbis!
Who would have ever predicted
that! I am confident both will
elevate the services and religious
programs at our center.

There have also been other
constructive changes. You may
recall the by-laws were amended,
with assistance from Paul
Palevsky, to disband committees
that were not active and or
relevant to our needs at this time.

Web site changes were proposed
and shortly after you read this
newsletter, Beth Samuel’s home
page will be revised thanks to
Karen Beaudway, Gail Murray and
Dan Klein.

The Kitchen Committee, led by
Susan Hazen, has revitalized our
culinary center and produced
delights for all to enjoy!

Gil Isaacs arranged for credit card
billing for those who like to build
up mileage or other rewards.

I thank all for making these
changes possible and for making
Beth Samuel an even stronger
community.

There are changes proposed

for this year as well. The most

important will be the dissolution

of the endowment fund and a

creation of a new one. At the last
board meeting it was
decided that the current

members form Beaver Falls.
While we regret the impetus,

we welcome and thank you for
honoring Beth Samuel with your
membership.

fund is archaic and it was
unanimously agreed that it
needed revising. Paul Palevsky
has thankfully agreed to chair

a committee to draft a policy

to govern a new fund. Once
approved by the board, the
congregation will be asked to vote
to dissolve the old and to approve
a new fund at the next semi-annul
meeting. If you have any questions
about why such a new policy is

Personally, with the exception of
Rabbi Kaminsky’s resignation, |
feel that Beth Samuel made great
strides in becoming a more vibrant
symbol of the Jewish tradition in
our community.

needed, please do not hesitate to I wish you all THE BEST IN
ask Paul or myself. 5767!
One development that was Sincerely,

not planned but is very much Dan Geller, President

appreciated is the joining of new

Meet Cantorial Assistant, Ben Weiner

Benjamin Weiner is entering his fourth year
of study at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College. He will spend the next year studying
in Jerusalem after the High Holidays.

As a rabbi-in-training, he has worked in a v
ariety of chaplaincy settings, and as an educator
of students ranging in age from eight to 85.

In his other life, he works as a freelance writer
and translator from Yiddish and Hebrew, and
holds degrees in English and Irish literature.

He has a great love of music, and plays the piano and guitar in addition
to singing. Beth Samuel looks forward to his assistance during the
High Holidays in both the adult and children’s programs.

Please celebrate with me as
my son Zachary is called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
on the yrst day of Sukkot,

Saturday, the Seventh of October, 2006
at ten ofclock in the morning

Kiddish luncheon following services.
Michael Karp




Schedule & Program for Yamim Noraim - The Days of Awe

» Selichot Services at Dor Hadash: September 16 at 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm
* Erev Rosh Hashanah Services: September 22 at 7:00 pm — 8:00 pm
* 1st Day Rosh Hashanah Service: September 23 at 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
- Children’s Service: 10:30 am; additional Children’s Programming: 11:30 am
- Rosh Hashanah Lunch —12:30 pm (RSVP to the office)
- Tashlich — 1:30 pm — 2:00 pm
* 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah Service: September 24 at 9:30 am — 12:30 pm
* Shabbat Shuvah: September 29 (7:30 pm) and September 30 (10:00 am)
* Kol Nidre Service: October 1 at 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm
*  Yom Kippur Morning Service: October 2 at 9:30 am — 1:00 pm
- Children’s Service: 10:30 am; additional Children’s Programming: 11:30 am
* Yom Kippur Afternoon and Concluding Services: October 2 at 5:00 pm — 7:30 pm
- Community Break Fast: 7:30 pm (Information to follow)

Selichot Services: September 16 at 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Dor Hadash and Rabbi Shawn Zevit have invited us to participate in their Selichot service, a special service that
introduces the themes of the High Holy Days at the Labor Zionist Center at 6328 Forbes Avenue.

5:00 - 6:30 pm - songs and story-telling for families with young kids. Potluck supper and Havdalah.
7:00 - 8:30 pm - Selichot Service

Erev Rosh Hashanah Services: September 22 at 7:00 pm — 8:00 pm

Through the familiar musical sounds and songs of the season, this creative hour-long service will get us into the
High Holy Day mode and spirit. Apples and honey to follow, provided by David and Lynetta Neft.

1st Day Rosh Hashanah Service: September 23 at 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Join us for a mix of tradition and creativity as we explore the themes of renewal and repentance. The Torah
reading will be from Genesis 21: the birth of Isaac, and Abraham’s troubles with his wives, Sarah and Hagar.

0The Birthday of the Worldé Childrenis Service: 10:30 am; Childrenis Program: 11:30 am
Led by Ben Weiner, these services are appropriate for children age 5 to pre-Bar Mitzvah. We will
learn how to blow shofar, among other exciting things! Please accompany your child for the service.

A festive lunch coordinated by Susan Hazen and Jennifer Ross will follow after services. Please RSVP
to Beth at the ofyce. Directly after lunch, we will hold a brief ceremony in the park, and then proceed
to the Ambridge Bridge, where we will symbolically toss our sins into the river.

2nd Day Rosh Hashanah Service: September 24 at 9:30 am — 12:30 pm

Join us for a mix of tradition and creativity as we explore the themes of renewal and repentance. The Torah
reading will be from Genesis 22 — the infamous Binding of Isaac. We conclude with the blowing of the shofar.
Continued on Page 4

Free Babysitting For Children ages 3 months to 6 years

Once again, free babysitting will be available during many of the High Holy Days services. Although
preregistration is not required, we would appreciate it if you would email webmaster@bethsamuel.org if you
will be using these services for planning purposes. Babysitting will be available as follows:

. Rosh Hashana First Day Services, September 23 from 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
. Kol Nidre Services, October 1 from 7:00 - 8:30 pm
. Yom Kippur Morning Services, October 2 from 9:30 am - 1:00 pm

. Yom Kippur Afternoon Services, October 2 from 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm




Schedule & Program for The Days of Awe (continued)
Shabbat Shuvah: September 29 (7:30 pm) and September 30 (10:00 am)

The Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur- there are special lines inserted into various prayers, as
well as a special Hatarah reading to help us stay in the frame of mind of these Days of Awe.

Kol Nidre Service: October 1 at 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm

In this service, the sanctuary is transformed into a courtroom—a special kind of court, where God is the only
Judge. All vows we made in the previous year are officially annulled as we enter into this solemn fast day.
Please bring a tallit, for on this special night we will take out all of our Torahs from the ark.

Yom Kippur Morning Service: October 2 at 9:30 am — 1:00 pm

On this Shabbat Shabbaton, Sabbath of all Sabbaths, the Torah service will include a reading of Leviticus 16,
the Holiness Code, and a special Avodah service, which reenacts the service of the High Priest in the Temple in
Jerusalem. We will also hold a Yizkor Memorial, service, which remembers all those in our community who
have passed away in the previous year.

olnside the Belly of the Whaled Childrenis Service: 10:30 am; Childrenis Program: 11:30 am
Led by Ben Weiner, these services are appropriate for children age 5 to pre-Bar Mitzvah. The experiential program will
dramatize Jonah and the Whale. The program assumes that children will return for the Afternoon Service at 5 pm. Children
unable to attend the afternoon service will be somewhat limited in their ability to participate in the childrenis program.

Yom Kippur Afternoon and Neilah Services: October 2 at 5:00 pm — 7:30 pm

The Book of Jonah Haftarah will be read and performed by our younger set, with direction from Ben Weiner.
Please stay through the concluding service, Neilah, as the gates close and the final shofar is sounded.

Community Break Fast: 7:30 pm - After the dramatic conclusion of Yom Kippur, break your fast at our
annual Break Fast, coordinated by Lynn Klein. More information about the delicious dinner will be sent.

As we begin Religious School on
the 10™, T want to remind you of
how we count on parents to stay
actively involved in our school.

» Snack Sign-up — Each family
will be asked to sign up for snack
once for every child in the school.
This year we are asking only for
healthy snacks: bagels, yogurt,
granola bars, pretzels, crackers,
and/or fruit. Please no nut
products since some students may
have severe nut allergies.

» Special Event Planners &
Helpers — Each family is asked
to help with one of our special
events during the year. These
include our Sukkah building/
decorating on Oct. 4, Sukkah

Party on Oct. 8, Chanukah

Party on Dec. 17, Tu B’Shevat
Celebration on Feb. 4, Purim
Carnival on March 4, and Model
Seder on April 1.

« Encourage Tzedakah

Rather than giving your child
money to donate to their class
tzedakah collection, find ways for
children to earn money so they
feel that they are giving their
own funds, not their parents’.

« Attend family services - Our
first family celebration will be
Simchat Torah. On Sunday,
October 15, instead of religious
school classes, we will have
services for this special holiday
and we encourage all families

Religious School Community Needs Parental Involvement

to attend. Family services will
be the first Friday of every month
beginning in November. Check
the calendar to see which classes
are participating each month.

» Last, but certainly not least,
bring Judaism into your home.
Students in grades 4-6 will be
asked to practice their Hebrew

for 10-15 minutes each week. In
addition, be sure to ask your child
what s/he learned in school. Don’t
take “nothing” for an answer!

Find ways to integrate what they
are learning into your family life.

I look forward to a great year
together. Contact me with any
suggestions or questions at
school@bethsamuel.org.




Appealing for Your Support of Beth Samuel at the Holidays

Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are rapidly
approaching. At this time of renewal and self-
assessment we again appeal for your support
in considering your High Holiday, Yizkor, and
Sustaining Fund pledges.

We are entering a particularly exciting new era in
Beth Samuel Jewish Center’s history. Our new rabbi
and new religious school director are already hard

at work to advance and invigorate our religious,
educational and social programs.

However, this occurs at a time of steadily increasing
costs. Please note that our income from your dues
represents only a third of our yearly expenses. Your
generosity will help our Beth Samuel community to
meet our challenges in the coming year.

We are pleased to announce that you can again use
your Visa or MasterCard credit card or debit card to
pay any or all of your High Holiday Pledge, Yom
Kippur/Yizkor Memorial Pledge, or Sustaining Fund
Pledge. Charge forms will be included with your
pledge cards. If you wish to charge your pledge
rather than writing a check, simply fill out and sign
the charge card payment form for each pledge you
choose to make and mail them back to Beth Samuel.

A special note about the Sustaining Fund

This fund was initiated last year. The Sustaining
Fund Pledge is in addition to your High Holiday
Pledge, Yom Kippur/Yizkor Memorial Pledge, and
Annual Dues. The goal of the Sustaining Fund

is to provide a steady cash pow to help defray
unexpected as well as recurring religious function,
building maintenance, and ever rising utility costs.
Over the course of the year we have frequently
encountered spikes in costs that have resulted in
serious deficiencies in our operating funds. This has,
at times, necessitated dipping into endowment and
investment funds. Our hope is that the Sustaining
Fund will help to avoid these financial “crunches”.

If you do decide to charge a Sustaining Fund Pledge,
your account will be billed on or about the 15th of
each month for one year. Thereafter, no additional
charges to your account will be made unless you
choose to renew your pledge. It is our hope that

this will be an easy and relatively painless way to
augment our synagogue finances (and get some
additional frequent flyer miles as well).

Best wishes for a healthy and happy new year,
Gilbert Isaacs, Treasurer

Dues Reminder

of it.

ever be a barrier to any member!

connected with our community).

If you have not yet paid your 2006 annual dues, please do so as soon as
possible. As we gear up for another year of exciting programming, we
need the revenue to pay for the great events we have planned.

In addition, now is a great time to renew your dues for 2007. Although
we operate on a calendar year financially, the Jewish year is more
representative of our programming timetable. So start of the new
Jewish year by renewing your membership in Beth Samuel. It’s going
to be an exciting time for our synagogue and we want you to be a part

If the full dues of Beth Samuel present a financial hardship for
you in any way, please contact treasurer Gil Isaacs or Rabbi Anna
confidentially to discuss a dues reduction. We don’t want money to

Lastly, keep your eyes open for more information about our new dues
structure. We will include 2 new membership categories: fixed income
and associate (for those who are not in the local area who want to stay

High Holiday
Volunteer
Opportunities

There are so many ways you
can support the synagogue

at the High Holy Days - from
donating money for caregiver
fees and snack costs for the
babysitting room, to ushering
and participating in the services
in English or Hebrew.

Please contact Rabbi Anna at
rabbi@bethsamuel.org if you
want to volunteer to help during
the holiday season or beyond.
She can tell you what needs
remain and how you can

help fill them!




than just a number.

()

www.mazon.org

14 million is more than
a humber

During these High Holy Days, 14 million American children will wonder
where to pnd their next meal. But it doesnit have to be this way. The world
produces more than enough resources to go around. That is why the Reform,
Conservative and Reconstructionist Movements and Hillel International are
joining MAZON to make a difference in the pght against hunger. So do your
part in this extraordinary act of Jewish pluralism, because 14 million is more

E MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger &
r 1990 South Bundy Drive, Suite 260 A Los Angeles, CA 90025

Macy’s.

Adult Education:
“Preparing Your
Heart For the High
Holy Days”

To help us prepare spiritually for
the Days of Awe, Rabbi Anna will
be leading an hour-long study
session on Sunday, September
17th, beginning at 9:15 a.m.

Bagels and coffee will be served,
so come at 9:00 a.m. to schmooze
and nosh. This session will kick
off our exciting Adult Education
offerings for the new year.

Look for more information to
follow soon in the BSJC
Adult Education mailing.

Support The Ladle and Double
Your Money at Macy’s on 9/16

Double your money--guaranteed!!

Buy a $5 coupon and get $10 in purchasing power
at any Macy’s (formerly Kaufman’s) all day on
September 16. Not only does the coupon give you
$10 off the cost of your purchase, but it also entitles
the purchaser to save 20% and 10% all day and a
chance to win a $500 shopping spree.

One hundred percent of the money earned from
coupon sales goes to “The Ladle and Hearth”, a local
organization which provides food and other support for
the disadvantaged in our area. Contact Sarah, Noella,
Samnatha Richman at 412-741-0529 or email
jory.richman@comcast.net for a coupon.

This is an easy way to make a contribution to a very
good cause and save you money. Remember, the
coupon can only be used on September 16 at any area

Additionally, Beth Samuel will once again serve
dinner at the Ladle on Monday, October 23rd. Please
mark your calendar. I hope you will be able to

help that evening. Contact Marjorie Goldfarb at

mmg210@comcast.net to participate.

Join Our Sukkah
Building Party!

Families and individuals are
invited to our annual Sukkah
Decorating Party!

Join us on Wednesday, October
4th at 4:30 - 6:00 pm. Have
some pizza and
help us decorate the
synagogue sukkah.

Sukkot begins on
Friday evening,
October 6th - help us prepare for
this joyous harvest festival.

If you plan to attend, please RSVP
to school@bethsamuel.org or call
the synagogue at 724-266-5238.

High Holy Days
Service Etiquette

Please be considerate of all of our
worshippers during services.

Please turn cell phones and
beepers to vibrate during services.

If you will be arriving late or
leaving early, please find/leave
your seat quickly and quietly.

We understand that services can be
difficult for young children. Free
babysitting is available upstairs

- no preregistration is required.
Children may use babysitting
during all or part of the services.
Please accompany children to the
children’s service.



Beth Samuel Gift Shop:
We are open to supply all of your holiday needs.

Shofars, honey pots, memorial candles, and children’s
books and holiday CDs. The High Holy Days are also
a wonderful time to refresh you year-round worship
pieces: Havdallah candles, plain or fancy Kiddush
cups, Kippas of all types, Shabbat candlesticks and
candles. We also have mezuzahs, blessings for the
office or the home, Ellis Island Dolls and computer
programs..

During the religious school year, we will have regular
hours on Sundays from 8:30 A. M. until 1:00 P.M. We
will open the gift shop at any reasonable time, and
Beth Carr or Rabbi Anna can sell items through the
gift shop, as well.

If you don’t see it, ask via email or telephone. We have | ¢
an open line to Israel and can have any items sent in a
reasonable amount of time. We are going to print out | |
the internet pages to let our customers know what is
available direct from Israel.

Amy Rosenberg, amyrosenberg@aol.com, 724-266-2423
Susan Hazen, 724-864-2135

Louise Dobsch, louisedobsch@aol.com, 724-385-0664
Denise Mancini-Green, Mancini584@msn.com, 412 771-7029

r If?ou Would_lik;[o Fﬁce% a;

please send the ad copy, business |
card, or information along with

your check (made payable to Beth I
Samuel Jewish Center) to: |

Become a Newsletter Advertiser!

We are now accepting advertisements for the Beth Samuel Jewish
Center newsletter. As you know, Beth Samuel draws many of its
members from Sewickley and the surrounding area. Our growing
membership extends over 3 counties. This is a great opportunity to

inform the congregation of products and services you have to offer. Beth Samuel Jewish Center

P.O Box 219

The yearly prices for the ads in 10 issues of the newsletter Ambridge, PA 15003

are as follows: (REVISED RATES FOR MORE OPTIONS!)
Please also include this form:

. Business Card ad = $95

NAME:
. Double Business Card ad = $180
. 1/4 Page ad = $250 PHONE #:
. 1/2 Page ad = $400
. Full Page ad = $600 SIZE OF AD:
Thank you for your support!! PAYMENT :



2007 Entertainment Books
Are Here - Just $25 Each!!

The book pays for itself in just a few uses,
with $1000’s in 50% off savings!

To reserve your copies, just call 724-266-5238 or email
secretary(@bethsamuel.org. (Mail check to PO Box 219,
Ambridge, PA 15003 with “Ent. Book” in the memo.)

You can also stop by the synagogue during office hours
(Mon. & Fri., 8:30 am - 2:00 pm; and Tues. thru Thurs.,
12:30 - 3:30 pm) or during events/services to get your copy.

Participate in this important fundraiser today.
Encourage friends, coworker and neighbors to get
in on the action, as well.

£

Beth Samuel 7/

Steclers

Football Pool \

PRE-SEASON MEANS NOTHING!
Bring on a repeat SuperBowl Season!!

For just $50, you have a chance to win TWICE in each regular season game, and
FOUR times during the Super Bowl. Your odds of AT LEAST breaking even are better
than 1 in 3. You can double or triple the fun by purchasing more than one B

spot. And all proceeds benefit the Beth Samuel Jewish Center!

Check out http://www.bethsamuel.org for more information and to
complete the online request form, or contact football@bethsamuel.org
today to get in on the action!

Act by September 7th!

Get your spot in time for the season opener on September 7, as the Steelers face off
against the Miami Dolphins! (Late registrations WILL receive retroactive winnings)

iy Here we go Steelers, here we go!! As the black and
u?ﬁ gold win #6, win some $$$ yourself! Spread the fun -
£ get your friends, family & coworkers to participate too!



Women’s Group Kick-Off Coffee

Mark you calendar for Monday, September 18, 2006 at 7:00
p-m. for our annual Women’s Group Kick-off Coffee at the
home of Margorie Goldfarb (210 Quaker Road, Edgeworth).

Please RSVP directly to Marjorie at (412) 741-0416 or by
email to mmg210@comcast.net.

At this meeting, we get together to catch-up, renew friendships and
welcome new members! We also set our priorities, goals and plan
our calendar for the year.

Please come prepared to nosh, shmooze and discuss the following
questions:

1) Which event(s) are you most likely to participate in?

a) Book Discussion b) Movie Night

c¢) Jewish Food Festival d) Rosh Hodesh Group
e) Educational program/event f) Fundraising event

g) Social event (eg:, concert, play) 1) Helping at The Ladle

h) Food event at Beth Samuel (Shabbat Dinner, Break Fast, etc)

2) What would YOU like to see on the Women’s Group’s Calendar
this year?

3) How can the Women’s Group serve YOUR needs?

This is going to be the start of a fantastic new year for the
Women’s Group. PLEASE ATTEND!! Your input is vital
and so is your presence!

New and Prospective Members are Welcome!

-- Lynn Klein

ormen | Pittsburgh S=clion

wemagurel Rachel Porter Social Action Fund Program
sl campuen Mansger DONNA Brazile

Hadassah: Critical
Days for Israel

This should be a time to enjoy the
pleasures of summer and look forward
to the sweetness of the New Year. But
our days are colored by world events.
Israel is engaged once again in
conflict, defending her right to exist.

The escalating events in the Middle
East are shaking the international
community. It is important in these
days for Hadassah members to
advocate in support of Israel. By
sending letters to newspapers and
elected officials, we let them know of
our support for Israel; we tell them,
and the world, of Israel’s desire to live
in peace, safety and security.

As we approach the year 5767,

we affirm our commitment to the
important work of Hadassah in
advocating for and supporting Israel.
We pray for peace for ourselves,

our families, our country, and our
people in Israel. May we savor all the
sweetness of the New Year.

- Barbara Heyman, President
Aliquippa-Ohio Valley Grp

OPENING MEETING OF
NCJW-PITTSBURGH

Tuesday, SEPT 12, 2006
6:45 PM, Chatham College
Lecture and desert reception--$10

The keynote speaker is Donna
Brazile. Brazile was named one of
Washingtonian magazine’s 100 Most
Powerful Women and is the recipient
of the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s Award for Political
Achievement. Currently, Donna
Brazile is a weekly contributor and
political commentator on CNN and
appears on numerous TV and

radio programs..



Welcome to the Members of Agudath Achim Synagogue

There are some new faces in

our synagogue on Saturday
mornings. Morton and Sonia
Cohen, Betty Mae Siegal and
Edna Bess Greenblatt have all
recently become members of our
congregation. Naomi Sondheimer
has been attending services

also. They were all members of
Agudath Achim Synagogue, of
Beaver Falls.

Agudath Achim closed in

March of this year after being a
synagogue for nearly 100 years.
The original building still stands
in Beaver Falls. The congregation
had rented a building in Chippewa
for the last 6 years. A conservative
temple, its membership was once
over 200 families, but in recent
years had dwindled to 20.

“The Jewish
people were
the merchants
and the
professionals,
so when the
mills and big
businesses
closed, the
Jewish people moved away,”
Betty Mae explained. In addition,
many of the congregants’ children
went away to college and didn’t
move back after they graduated,
according to Edna.

Both of these women were active
members of their temple. They
still attend Saturday morning
services regularly. Their children
all attended religious school and
had their Bar and Bat Mitzvah’s at
Agudath Achim.

Edna’s grandfather, Morris
Ronsenberg, was one of

the synagogue’s founding
fathers. Now 89, Edna was

the oldest female member of

the congregation. She went to
Carnegie Tech (now Carnegie
Mellon University) and received
a nursing certificate. She was an
instructor at several hospitals and
schools of nursing in Pittsburgh.

She met her husband, Harry
Greenblatt, when he returned
from the army after WWII. Harry
was a CPA. He died 10 years ago.
Although he was a “Pittsburgh
boy,” Harry wanted to move to
the country, and so they moved

to then rural Beaver Falls. Their
family made frequent trips into the
city to shop at Horns, Kaufmans,
and go to many
different theater
productions.

Edna is still a
theatergoer, and
also visits the
Beaver County
YMCA 3 times a
week for fitness
classes. She enjoys doing new
things and meeting “new groups
of people.” She has a son who
now lives in the Chicago area.

DN DYV

Betty Mae Siegal was a school
teacher. Her husband Barris,

who passed away last year, was
an attorney in Rochester for 52
years. After having her 3 children,
Betty Mae became a paralegal

in his law office. She was also

the Corresponding Secretary at
Agudath Achim.

Betty Mae is interested in history,
and works at the Richmond

Little Red House Association in
Brighton Township; a satellite of
the Beaver Historical Society. Her
two sons live in Pittsburgh and her
daughter lives in New York City.

We are fortunate to have these
active and interesting new
members! Please be sure to meet
them on Saturday mornings or
during the High Holy Days and
welcome them into our Beth
Samuel community.

NOTE: Not all new members were
available for this interview. See
future issues of the newsletter.

-- by Gail Murray

Name This Newsletter! EXTENDED

It’s time for a snazzier newsletter name, and you can be the one to
give it a new moniker. Just send Karen Beaudway your suggestions
by September 18 to webmaster@bethsamuel.org. You’ll see the

winning name starting with the October edition of the newsletter,
along with a small profile of our winner. Children and adults alike
are free to make suggestions.

So be creative and send your suggestions to Karen at

webmaster@bethsamuel.org by no later than Sept 18!




Reconstructionism Movement Information

RRC To Offer Distance
Learning Courses

Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

41st Convention - Our Evolving Jewish Journey

The Reconstructionist Rabbinical

College will offer a distance- Our Evolving Jewish Journey:

learning program called, “Our . .
Ancestors’ Search for God: The Peoplehood and the Quest for Spiritual Community

Many Faces of God in the Bible.” Hundreds of Reconstructionists and like-minded friends :
The course will begin October 8 will gather at the 41st Convention of the Jewish :
and will contain = | Reconstructionist Federation to learn, daven, and "

six sessions. Most celebrate together in our Evolving Jewish Journey.
of the course will
be taught online;
however, there will
be some real-time
content as well. The
course costs $75 for members of
JRF congregations. Be thrilled, inspired, and challenged for four days in the company of
other open-minded, lively folks who are as dedicated as you are to a

progressive, vibrant approach to Judaism. More than 50 workshops

Jewish Peoplehood has always been central to Reconstructionist
Judaism. Join a diverse sampling of North American and Israeli
rabbis, cantors, educators, administrators and members of JRF
congregations as we explore what Jewish Peoplehood means to us in
our commitments to Jewish life, extending beyond ourselves.

A second course, “The Call to
Leadership: Ancient Models,” will

' !
be offered in the spring of 2007. will be offered!
To register, go to www.rcc.edu. See http://www.jrfconvention.org/ for more.

Highlights the JRF Newsletter: Ma Nishma (http://jrf.org/news/manishma.html)
MOVEMENT RELEASES STATEMENT ON ISRAEL

On July 21, the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation (JRF), Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association (RRA),
and Reconstructionist Rabbinical College (RRC) issued a joint statement on behalf of the three organizations.
To read the statement in full, visit http:/jrf.org/news/Israel Statement July2006.html

CAMP JRF: THE AARON AND MARJORIE CAMPUS HAS SUCCESSFUL SEASON

The first full season at its beautiful new Pocono Mountains campsite was a great success and they anticipate
seeing many campers again next summer. Dates and registration information for Summer 2007/5767 will be
available in September. For more information on the Camp JRF program, visit its website at www.campjrf.org

JEWISH SOCIAL ACTION MONTH: BUILDING UNITY THROUGH POSITIVE ACTION

The JRF is once again enthusiastically joining Jewish organizations from around the world in celebrating a
month of social action and Jewish unity. The Hebrew month of Cheshvan — October 23 until November 21,
2006 — has been declared Jewish Social Action Month. To learn more, visit www2.jrf.org/to/jsam_2006.php.

CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVE: ALIGHT AMONG THE NATIONS

JRF has joined as a sponsor and coalition member with The Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life
(COEIJL) to address global warming. The campaign: “A Light Among the Nations” will engage the Jewish com-
munity in education, advocacy, and concrete action. This modern day commemoration of Hanukkah will m
importantly bring the issue of climate change front and center in Jewish public life. To learn more, visit
http://www?2.jrf.org/to/environment.php




UPCOMING YAHRTZEITS
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 1

Irving Goldfarb, father of Larry Goldfarb
Helen Reisz, mother of Harold Reisz

Hyman Sperling, husband of Sandra Sperling

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 8

Keith Hazen, father of Susan Hazen

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 15

Klara Haas, mother-in-law of Marvin Wedeen
Ida Wise Resnick, mother of Miriam Sockel
H. Beryl Klein, husband of Milly Klein
Louis Zell, husband of Sylvia Zell

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 22

Marilyn Manela, mother of Esther Neft
Jennie Cohen, mother of Morton Cohen

Keith Hazen, father of Susan Hazen

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 29

Harry Levin, father of Stanford Levin and
Marilyn Levin

Rudy Dobsch, father of Louise Dobsch

Nathaniel Steinberg, husband of Sarah Steinberg

WEEK OF OCTOBER 6
E. Fred Snyder, husband of Arlene Synder

We Gratefully Acknowledge
These Generous Contributions

To the General Fund

* Allan & Marlyn Gastfriend in memory of Molly
Kisilinsky

+ Karen & Scott Beaudway, in honor of the Adult Bar/
Bat Mitzvah Class

+ Karen & Scott Beaudway, in honor of Rabbi
Shoshana Kaminsky

To the Endowment Fund

* Irvin & Florence Iwler in memory of Lou Zell

* Manny & Betty Katz in memory of Louis Katz &
Sylvia Mallinger

*  George Goodman in memory of Irene Goodman

* @Gil & Maxine Isaacs in memory of Herman
Gershenson

To the Hannah Wedeen Fund

* Anonymous

To the Sunday School

* Allan & Marlyn Gastfriend and Shirley Sussman in
memory of Lena Thomashefsky & Sivia Sussman

WE REMEMBER

On the morning of Yom Kippur, a Yizkor,
or Memorial, service, is held. Everyone (not
only mourners) is welcome to attend. The
Yizkor service remembers all those in our
community who have passed away in the
previous year.

WEEK OF OCTOBER 13
Esther Moidel, mother of Jerome Moidel




