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AGENDA

BARACK OBAMA AND JOE BIDEN'S PLAN FOR
UNIVERSAL VOLUNTARY PUBLIC SERVICE

Of'the People, By the People

e i no more important
resource for changing the direction
of this country and defining
ideas that will transform Am
than the American people.

“Your own story and the American story are not
separate — they are shared. And they will both be
enriched if we stand up together, and answer a new

call to service to meet the challenges of our new
Tell us your ideas and be part of the

century ... I won't just ask for your vote as a iy

candidate; I will ask for your service and your active

citizenship when I am president of the United States. RUBLIRYO R IERD

This will not be a call issued in one speech or

program; this will be a cause of my presidency.”

— Barack Obama, Speech in Mt. Vernon, lowa, December 5, 2007

The Problem

Americans Not Asked to Serve After 9/11: President Bush squandered an opportunity to mobilize
the American people following 9/11 when he asked Americans only to go shopping.

Insufficient Federal Support for Service: While more than 500,000 people have served in
AmeriCorps, the program turns away tens of thousands of applicants a year because of limited
funding.

Need for More R&D in Nonprofit Sector: Research and development in the nonprofit sector is
limited and there is a disconnect between charitable foundations that can fund innovation and the

organizations on the ground that can test new concepts and bring them to scale.

Barack Obama and Joe Biden's Plan

Enable All Americans to Serve to Meet the Nation's Challenges

® Expand Corporation for National and Community Service: Obama and Biden will expand
AmeriCorps from 75,000 slots today to 250,000 and they will focus this expansion on addressing
the great challenges facing the nation. They will establish a Classroom Corps to help teachers
and students, with a priority placed on underserved schools; a Health Corps to improve public
health outreach; a Clean Energy Corps to conduct weatherization and renewable energy
projects; a Veterans Corps to assist veterans at hospitals, nursing homes and homeless shelters;
and a Homeland Security Corps to help communities plan, prepare for and respond to

emergencies.

® Engage Retiring Americans in Service on a Large Scale: Older Americans have a wide
range of skills and knowledge to contribute. Obama and Biden will expand and improve
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Revitalizing the Economy

Ending the War in Iraq

Providing Health Care for All
Protecting America

Renewing American Global Leadership
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