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PLAN FOR IMMIGRATION

“The time to fix our broken immigration system is

now… We need stronger enforcement on the border

and at the workplace… But for reform to work, we

also must respond to what pulls people to America…

Where we can reunite families, we should. Where we

can bring in more foreign-born workers with the skills

our economy needs, we should”

— Barack Obama, Statement on U.S. Senate Floor, May

23, 2007

The Problem
Undocumented population is exploding: The number of undocumented immigrants in the country

has increased more than 40 percent since 2000. Every year, more than a half-million people come

illegally or illegally overstay their visas.

Immigration bureaucracy is broken: The immigration bureaucracy is broken and overwhelmed,

forcing legal immigrants to wait years for applications.

Immigration raids are ineffective: Despite a sevenfold increase in recent years, immigration raids

only netted 3,600 arrests in 2006 and have placed all the burdens of a broken system onto immigrant

families.

Barack Obama and Joe Biden's Plan

Create Secure Borders

Obama and Biden want to preserve the integrity of our borders. They support additional personnel,

infrastructure and technology on the border and at our ports of entry.

Improve Our Immigration System

Obama and Biden believe we must fix the dysfunctional immigration bureaucracy and increase the

number of legal immigrants to keep families together and meet the demand for jobs that employers

cannot fill.

Remove Incentives to Enter Illegally

Obama and Biden will remove incentives to enter the country illegally by cracking down on

employers who hire undocumented immigrants.

Bring People Out of the Shadows

Obama and Biden support a system that allows undocumented immigrants who are in good standing

to pay a fine, learn English, and go to the back of the line for the opportunity to become citizens.

Work with Mexico

Obama and Biden believe we need to do more to promote economic development in Mexico to

decrease illegal immigration.

Presidential nominees,

appointees, and members of the

President-elect's Transition Team to the

operation of the Federal government and to

the resources available to help them begin

their service in the new Administration.
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