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October 9, 2003
The Honorable Philip English

United States House of Representatives

1410 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Representative English:


On behalf of over 2 million students engaged in post-baccalaureate study in the United States, we are writing to thank you for sponsoring the “Higher Education Affordability and Equity Act of 2003” and to express our complete support for this legislation. This bill represents a vital investment that the federal government must make to ensure America’s future competitiveness, and we thank you for having the foresight to propose that investment. Key provisions of your bill that we particularly support include:
· Expanding the definition of “qualified educational expenses” for scholarship and fellowship funds to be equivalent to that provided for Section 529 tuition savings plans. As you know, this harmonization of the revenue code is NAGPS’ principal legislative priority for the 108th Congress. Equalizing this treatment will end the unfair penalization of students who successfully compete for scholarships and will reduce the economic hardship involved in graduate study.

· Expanding the deductibility of student loan interest payments by raising the income threshold and removing the $2500 cap on the deduction. Many professional students are currently burdened by crushing levels of student debt, and this provision goes a long way to helping them repay that debt at the low starting salaries they receive.

· Making permanent the higher education provisions of the Affordable Education Act of 2001, which was passed as part of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001. These provisions helped valuable federal programs such as the National Health Service Corps medical scholarships.
Your bill also includes provisions that will make it easier for undergraduate students and their parents to save for and pay for college. We commend you on your continued leadership in providing incentives and means for higher education, and we look forward to working with you to enact this legislation.










Sincerely,

Anika E. Sandy-Hanson





Alik Widge

President







Legislative Concerns Chair
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