October 15, 2002

Dear Graduate Dean:

I am writing to you today to solicit your support and assistance with an effort that would benefit graduate students and institutions of higher education across the nation for years to come.  An ad-hoc group of graduate students, with support from the National Association of Graduate-Professional Students and the UC Student Association, have developed a national campaign to make living expenses tax exempt for graduate students.  Such a change in tax policy would save the average graduate student about $200 in monthly withholdings, a significant supplement to the average graduate student’s tight monthly budget, while costing the Federal Government almost nothing.

As you know, graduate students at UC Irvine struggle to meet their monthly expenses due to the high cost of living in Orange County. On-campus housing assists some students in making ends meet, but almost 60% of our graduate students are forced to live off-campus and pay exorbitant rents.  This would be one avenue to reduce their burden and make attendance at UCI more attractive to prospective graduate students.

As Graduate Dean, you have proven your interest in providing graduate students with the tools and resources necessary to complete their degrees in a timely and efficient manner.  Your support for this effort would nicely compliment your other activities in this regard. Your support would also strengthen the case with the Legislators as we work to generate Legislative support. This effort is consistent with the recommendations from the Commission on the Growth and Support of Graduate Education.  In addition, we have been working with Diana Gourlay in the UC Federal Governmental Affairs office on this effort.  You may wish to contact her directly for more information on the UC's position.

We have put together a packet of information to provide you with additional information about this important issue.  The first page will provide you with a list of actions you can take to help us increase graduate students' monthly net income.

We look forward to working with you to improve the lives of graduate students across the nation.

Sincerely,

Michelle Drouse

President

Associated Graduate Students

