90-776 Manipulation of Large Data Sets

Project

The goal of the project is to give you some experience using data to answer research questions.  This is an excellent opportunity to apply what you have used in the class and to also learn some new programming tools.  You should feel free to work on a topic or use data that you already have some experience with.  However, you will be expected to do something new or different for this project.

You will be given some flexibility with regard to whether your project is more data or statically intensive.  That is, if you need to do lots and lots of data work to address your research question, then I will not require your project to be very statistically intensive.  On the other extreme, if you already have a data set that is ready to go you will be required to do much more statistically.

Your project team can consist of 1-4 people, although 3 person teams would probably be ideal.

The project is worth 60 points.  The point breakdowns follow the different parts.

Project parts

· One page proposal that briefly outlines your group’s research question(s) and thoughts about your data needs (5 points)  Due April 5, 1999

The proposal should contain:
1) Names and e-mail addresses of project team members and indicate a primary contact person
2) Research question(s)
3) Data needs
4) Possible meeting times during the week of April 5th.  
Gary and I will read your proposals, and one of us will meet with you for approximately 15 minutes during the week of April 5th.

· Supporting materials (20 points)

· Personal log from each team member -  keep track of what you do

· Data map  - sketch of where the data sets are 

· Data codebook 

· SAS programs (no log or lst files)

· 5-10 Page Paper that includes (35 points) Due 5:00pm, April 30, 1999
· Your research question(s) 

· Background on the problem (possibly with a short literature review)

· Your methodology (how you approach the problem)

· Information about your data (what, where from, variables)

· Your descriptive statistics and results (SAS output should be turned into tables)

· A short discussion about your results and concluding remarks  

· Tables, figures, graphs, references are not counted as part of your 5-10 pages.

