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Copying To and From EViews

Most of the information included in this handout is from the EViews help page on cutting and pasting between EViews and other spreadsheets. 

Copying and Pasting Data FROM EViews

You can click and drag in a spreadsheet view or table of statistical results to highlight the cells you want to copy.  Then click Edit/Copy… to put the data into the clipboard.  You will see a dialog box asking whether to copy the numbers with the precision showing on your screen (formatted copy) or to copy the numbers at full precision (unformatted copy).

Note:  When copying tables (such as a report of regression results) – choose the “formatted copy” option.

As a shortcut, you can highlight entire rows or columns of cells by clicking on the gray border that surrounds the spreadsheet.  Dragging across the border selects multiple rows or columns.  To copy several adjacent series from the spreadsheet, drag across their names in the top border.  All of their data will be highlighted.  Then click Edit/Copy to put the data into the clipboard

Once the data are on the clipboard, switch to the target application, and select Edit/Paste.

Copying Graphs FROM EViews to Other Windows Programs

You can incorporate an EViews graph directly into a document in your Windows word processor.  To do this, first activate the object window containing the graph you wish to move; click anywhere in the window so that the titlebar changes to a bright color.  Then click Edit/Copy on the EViews main menu; the ‘Copy Graph as Metafile’ dialog box appears.

You can copy the graph to the Windows clipboard or to a disk file.  You can request that the graph be in color and that its lines be in bold.  We recommend that you copy graphs in black-and-white unless you will be printing to a color printer.  

If you copy a graph to the clipboard, you can switch to your word processor and paste the graph into your document.  Standard programs such as Word or WordPerfect will give you a graph, which can be sized, positioned, and modified within the program.  You can also paste graphs into drawing programs, and make further modifications before pasting into your word processor or other software.

Note:  When pasting a graph into Word, the graph might – by default – “float” over the text.  To change this – capture the graph by clicking on it once (the graph will be surrounded by a frame with 8 ‘squares’);  choose Format/Picture from Word’s main menu;  choose the Position tab;  un-check the “Float over text” option, and click OK.

Copying and Pasting TO EViews  (from Windows applications)

The following discussion involves an example using an Excel spreadsheet, but the basic principles apply for other Windows applications.

Suppose you have bond yield and interest rate data in an Excel spreadsheet that you would like to bring into EViews.  Open the spreadsheet in Excel:

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	obs
	yield
	interest
	

	2
	1954:01
	3.51
	0
	

	3
	1954:02
	3.53
	0
	

	4
	1954:03
	3.57
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	


Your first step is to highlight the cells to be imported into EViews.  Since the column headings YIELD and INTEREST will be used as EViews variable names, you should highlight them as well.  Since EViews understands dated data, and we are going to create a monthly workfile, you do not need to copy the date column.  Instead, click on the column label B and drag to the column label C.  The two columns of the spreadsheet will be highlighted:

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	1
	obs
	yield
	interest
	

	2
	1954:01
	3.51
	0
	

	3
	1954:02
	3.53
	0
	

	4
	1954:03
	3.57
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	


Select Edit/Copy to copy the highlighted data to the clipboard. 

Pasting into New Series

Start EViews and create a new, or load an existing, monthly workfile containing the dates in the Excel spreadsheet (in our example 1953:1 through 1994:11).  Make certain that the sample is set to include the same observations that you have copied onto the clipboard.

Select Quick/Empty Group (Edit Series).  Note that the spreadsheet opens in edit mode so there is no need to click the Edit +/– button.

If you have created a monthly workfile with a range from 1953:1 to 1999:12, the first row of the EViews spreadsheet is labeled 1953:01.  Since we are pasting in the series names, you should click on the up arrow in the scroll bar to make room for the series names.

Place the cursor in the upper-left cell, just to the right of the second obs label.  Then select Edit/Paste from the main menu (not Edit +/– in the toolbar).  The group spreadsheet will now contain the data from the clipboard.

You may now close the group window and delete the untitled group without losing the two series.

Note that when importing data from the clipboard, EViews follows the Windows standard of tab-delimited free-format data with one observation per line.  Since different applications use different whitespace and delimiter characters, attempting to cut-and-paste from nonstandard applications may produce unanticipated results.

Pasting into Existing Series

You can import data from the clipboard into an existing EViews series or group spreadsheet by using Edit/Paste in the same fashion.  There are only a few additional issues to consider.

1. To paste several series, you will first open a group window containing the existing series.  The easiest way to do this is to click on Show, and then type the series names in the order they appear on the clipboard.  Alternatively, you can create an untitled group by selecting the first series, click selecting each subsequent series (in order), and then double clicking to open. 

2. Next, make certain that the group window is in edit mode.  If not, press the Edit +/– button to toggle between edit mode and protected mode.  Place the cursor in the target cell, and select Edit/Paste. 

3. Finally, click on Edit +/– to return to protected mode.

· If you are pasting into a single series you will need to make certain that the series window is in edit mode, and that the series is viewed in a single column.  If the series is in multiple columns, push on the Smpl +/– button.  Edit/Paste the data and click on Edit +/– to protect the data.

